dragon age 2 walkthrough

dragon age 2 walkthrough is an essential guide for players navigating the
rich and complex world of BioWare's acclaimed RPG, Dragon Age 2. This game
immerses players in the story of Hawke, a character who rises from humble
beginnings to become a key figure in the conflict between mages and templars
in the city of Kirkwall. This comprehensive walkthrough will cover main
quests, side quests, character relationships, combat strategies, and tips for
maximizing your gameplay experience. Whether you are a first-time player or a
returning fan, this guide will provide you with the tools you need to succeed
in your journey through Dragon Age 2.
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Understanding the Basics of Dragon Age 2

Before diving into the specifics of the Dragon Age 2 walkthrough, it is
crucial to understand the game's foundational mechanics. Dragon Age 2 is set
in a fantasy universe filled with rich lore, diverse characters, and a
branching narrative that responds to the player's choices. As the
protagonist, Hawke, players can choose between three classes: Warrior, Mage,
or Rogue, each offering unique playstyles and abilities. This choice
significantly impacts combat strategies, quest options, and character
interactions throughout the game.

The game operates through a series of acts, each divided into main quests and
side quests that expand the story and world. Players will encounter various
factions, including the mages and templars, which are central to the game's
overarching conflict. Understanding the motivations of these factions is
crucial for making informed decisions that can affect the outcome of the
story.

Main Quests Overview

Main quests in Dragon Age 2 are pivotal to progressing through the game's



storyline. Each act contains several quests that propel the narrative forward
and reveal critical plot points. Completing these quests often involves
combat, exploration, and interaction with key characters.

Act 1 Quests

In Act 1, players are introduced to Hawke's backstory and the city of
Kirkwall. The main quests include:

e Exile: Players begin their journey by escaping Ferelden and seeking
refuge in Kirkwall.

e Viscount's Keep: This quest introduces players to the political dynamics
of Kirkwall.

e Hawke's Journey: Throughout this quest, players will start to build
relationships with companions.

Act 2 Quests

Act 2 deepens the conflict between mages and templars, leading to significant
story developments. Key quests include:

e Justice: Players encounter the spirit of Justice, which influences the
mage storyline.

e The Mage's Collective: This quest explores the implications of mage
freedom and its consequences.

e Darktown: Players delve into the underbelly of Kirkwall, uncovering
secrets and alliances.

Act 3 Quests

In Act 3, the tensions reach a boiling point, and players must navigate the
climax of the mage-templar conflict. Important quests include:

e Mark of the Assassin: This quest presents a unique perspective on the
conflict and key characters.

e Final Confrontation: Players must make crucial decisions that will
determine the fate of Kirkwall.



Side Quests and Their Importance

Side quests in Dragon Age 2 serve multiple purposes. They not only provide
additional lore and character development but also offer valuable rewards
that can aid players in main quests. Engaging in side quests allows players
to explore the deeper aspects of the game, enhancing the overall experience.

Types of Side Quests

There are several types of side quests players can undertake, including:

e Character—-Specific Quests: These quests allow players to learn more
about their companions and deepen relationships.

e Exploration Quests: Players can discover hidden locations, artifacts,
and lore by exploring different areas of Kirkwall.

e Faction Quests: These quests often involve the various factions in the
game, providing insight into their motivations and conflicts.

Character Interactions and Relationships

Dragon Age 2 places a heavy emphasis on character interactions. Players can
build relationships with their companions, which can influence the game's
outcome. Each character has unique backgrounds, motivations, and quests that
contribute to their development.

Building Relationships

To foster positive relationships with companions, players should:

e Engage in Dialogue: Choosing the right dialogue options during
conversations can improve relationships.

e Complete Character Quests: Assisting companions in their personal quests
helps build trust and loyalty.

e Make Choices Reflecting Their Values: Understanding each character's
values can guide players in decision-making.



Combat Strategies and Tips

Combat in Dragon Age 2 is dynamic and requires strategic planning. Players
must adapt their tactics based on the enemies they face and the abilities of
their party members. Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of different
character classes 1s essential for success.

Party Composition

Creating a balanced party is crucial for tackling the challenges in Dragon
Age 2. A well-rounded team typically includes:

e Tank: A warrior to absorb damage and protect allies.

e DPS (Damage Per Second): Rogues or mages to deal significant damage to
enemies.

e Support: A mage for healing and crowd control to enhance team
effectiveness.

Combat Techniques

Players should utilize various combat techniques, including:

e Positioning: Use the environment to gain tactical advantages over
enemies.

e Ability Synergy: Combine abilities from different characters for maximum
effectiveness.

e Resource Management: Keep track of health potions and mana to ensure
sustainability during battles.

Conclusion

Dragon Age 2 offers a richly woven narrative, engaging characters, and
challenging combat mechanics that provide a deep role-playing experience.
This walkthrough serves as a comprehensive guide to help players navigate the
complexities of the game, emphasizing the importance of main quests, side
quests, character relationships, and combat strategies. By following the
strategies and tips outlined in this guide, players can enhance their
experience and make informed choices that will shape the future of Kirkwall
and its inhabitants.



Q: What are the key differences between Dragon Age:
Origins and Dragon Age 2°?

A: The key differences include a more streamlined combat system, a focus on a
single protagonist, and a shift from a tactical overhead view to a more
dynamic action-oriented gameplay style in Dragon Age 2. Additionally, the
narrative structure is more focused on character relationships and choices
impacting the story.

Q: How do I maximize my character's abilities in
Dragon Age 27

A: To maximize your character's abilities, focus on understanding the skill
trees associated with your chosen class. Invest points in abilities that
complement your playstyle and coordinate with party members' skills for
effective synergy in combat.

Q: Are there any missable quests in Dragon Age 27?

A: Yes, some quests can be missable, especially if specific conditions or
relationships are not met. It is advisable to complete companion quests when
they become available and to explore thoroughly to avoid missing out on
important lore and rewards.

Q: How can I improve relationships with companions in
Dragon Age 27
A: Improve relationships by engaging in meaningful dialogue, choosing options

that align with their values, completing their personal gquests, and making
decisions that reflect their beliefs during critical moments in the story.

Q: What is the best party composition for challenging
encounters?

A: A balanced party typically consists of a tank (warrior), a damage dealer

(rogue or mage), and a support character (mage) to provide healing and crowd
control. This composition allows for versatility and adaptability in various
combat scenarios.

Q: How does the narrative structure of Dragon Age 2
affect gameplay?

A: The narrative structure of Dragon Age 2 is heavily influenced by player
choices, which can lead to different outcomes in quests, character
relationships, and the overall story. This structure encourages exploration
of various dialogue options and quest paths for a richer experience.



Q: Can I change my character's class in Dragon Age 27

A: No, once you choose a class for Hawke at the beginning of the game, it
cannot be changed. Players must develop their character's abilities within
the chosen class throughout the game.

Q: What are the benefits of completing side quests?

A: Completing side quests provides valuable experience points, unique items,
and deeper character development. They also enrich the game's lore and can
influence the main story's outcomes.

Q: Is Dragon Age 2 suitable for new players to the
series?

A: Yes, Dragon Age 2 is designed to be accessible for new players. While it
builds on the lore of the first game, it offers a self-contained story that
newcomers can enjoy without prior knowledge of Dragon Age: Origins.
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