final fantasy vii walkthrough guide

final fantasy vii walkthrough guide is an essential tool for both new and
veteran players of this classic RPG. This comprehensive guide will take you
through every aspect of Final Fantasy VII, providing strategies for combat,
character development, and navigating the expansive world of Gaia. You'll
find detailed walkthroughs for each chapter, including side quests and hidden
treasures, as well as tips for mastering the Materia system and engaging in
battles. Whether you're looking for a step-by-step guide to completing the
game or just tips on how to enhance your experience, this article covers it
all. Let's explore the intricacies of Final Fantasy VII, ensuring that you
can enjoy every moment of your journey.
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Introduction to Final Fantasy VII

Final Fantasy VII, developed by Square Enix, is a landmark title in the RPG
genre. Released in 1997, it introduced players to a richly developed world,
memorable characters, and an engaging story that has stood the test of time.
The game follows Cloud Strife, a mercenary who joins a group of eco-
terrorists known as AVALANCHE in their fight against the mega-corporation
Shinra. As players navigate through the game, they will encounter various
challenges, including complex dungeons, powerful enemies, and intricate plot
twists.

This walkthrough guide is designed to help players maximize their experience,
offering strategies for overcoming obstacles and uncovering hidden content.
With a focus on key gameplay mechanics, this guide will assist players in
making informed decisions that enhance their journey through Gaia.



Getting Started

Before diving into the world of Final Fantasy VII, there are a few essential
elements to understand that will enhance your gameplay experience. This
section will cover the basics of game setup, controls, and initial
strategies.

Game Setup

When starting Final Fantasy VII, players should ensure that they have a
comfortable setup. This includes a reliable console or PC, and if possible, a
strategy guide or this walkthrough at hand for reference. Adjusting game
settings for sound and controls can also enhance the experience, making
battles and exploration more enjoyable.

Basic Controls

Understanding the controls is crucial for effective gameplay. Here are the
primary controls to grasp:

e Movement: Use the directional buttons or joystick to navigate the
environment.

e Action Button: Press the 'X' button to interact with objects, talk to
NPCs, and open menus.

e Menu Navigation: Use the 'Circle' button to access and navigate the main
menu for items, Materia, and equipment.

e Battle Commands: During battles, select commands using the directional
buttons and confirm with 'X.'

Chapter Walkthroughs

Final Fantasy VII is divided into multiple chapters, each presenting unique
challenges and story developments. Below is a general overview of the major
chapters and what to expect.



Chapter 1: The Beginning

The game opens in Midgar, where players are introduced to Cloud and the
AVALANCHE group. Players should focus on learning the battle mechanics and
familiarizing themselves with the environment. Completing early missions will
reward you with valuable Materia and items.

Chapter 2: Escaping Midgar

As players progress, they will encounter Sephiroth's influence and begin to
uncover the game's primary storyline. It is essential to complete side quests
in this chapter to strengthen your party. Try to acquire the 'Fire' Materia
as it will aid in upcoming battles.

Subsequent Chapters

Each subsequent chapter introduces new environments, characters, and gameplay
mechanics. Here are some key chapters to note:

e Chapter 3: Explore the world outside of Midgar and engage in side
quests.

e Chapter 4: Delve deeper into the story and strengthen your Materia
setup.

e Chapter 5: Encounter the first significant boss battle; preparation is
key.

Side Quests and Secrets

Final Fantasy VII is renowned for its extensive side quests and hidden
secrets. Completing these offers valuable rewards and enhances character
development. Here are some notable side quests:

Chocobo Side Quests

Chocobos are vital for navigating certain areas. Completing Chocobo side
quests allows players to race and catch these creatures, unlocking benefits



such as faster travel and better items.

Weapon Side Quests

Defeating optional bosses known as Weapons provides players with unique
rewards and challenges. These are high-level enemies that require strategic
planning to defeat.

Understanding Materia and Limit Breaks

The Materia system is a core component of Final Fantasy VII's gameplay. It
allows players to customize their characters with spells, abilities, and
enhancements. Understanding how to effectively use Materia is critical to
success.

Types of Materia
There are several types of Materia, each serving different purposes:
e Magic Materia: Provides spells such as Fire, Ice, and Heal.

e Command Materia: Grants special commands like Steal or Sense.

e Support Materia: Enhances other Materia when linked, such as boosting a
spell's power.

Limit Breaks

Limit Breaks are powerful special attacks that characters can unleash after
taking damage. Managing your character's Limit Breaks effectively during
battles can turn the tide against tough enemies.

Character Development and Strategies

Character development is crucial in Final Fantasy VII. Players must
strategically choose which Materia to equip, how to level up characters, and



which abilities to enhance.

Leveling Up Characters

Each character has unique attributes and abilities. Focusing on their
strengths while balancing their weaknesses is essential. Players should also
consider the following:

* Experience Points: Earned through battles; leveling up increases
attributes.

e Equipment: Equip weapons and armor that complement your character's
abilities.

* Materia Setup: Customize Materia for optimal performance in battles.

Final Boss Battles

As players approach the end of Final Fantasy VII, they will face several
formidable bosses. Preparation and strategy are key to overcoming these
challenges. Players should ensure they have strong Materia equipped and that
their characters are adequately leveled.

Final Boss Strategies

The final boss battles will test everything players have learned throughout
the game. Here are some strategies:

e Prepare Items: Stock up on healing items and status removers.

e Use Limit Breaks Wisely: Save Limit Breaks for critical moments in
battle.

e Optimize Materia: Equip Materia that enhances your party's strengths
against the final bosses.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the best way to level up quickly in Final
Fantasy VII?

A: The best way to level up quickly is to engage in battles frequently,
especially against tougher enemies that provide more experience points.
Additionally, utilizing the "Enemy Skill" Materia to learn powerful abilities
can give you an edge in combat.

Q: Are there any missable side quests in Final
Fantasy VII?

A: Yes, several side quests can be missed if players progress too far in the
main story. It's advisable to complete side quests as soon as they become
available to avoid missing out on valuable rewards.

Q: What is the significance of the Materia system?

A: The Materia system is a core gameplay mechanic that allows players to
customize their characters' abilities, spells, and stats. It provides immense
flexibility in how players approach battles and develop their characters.

Q: How can I defeat the Weapons in the game?

A: To defeat the Weapons, players should ensure their characters are
sufficiently leveled, equipped with strong Materia, and have a solid
strategy. Utilizing powerful Limit Breaks and exploiting the Weapons'
weaknesses is key to victory.

Q: Can I complete all side quests in one
playthrough?

A: While many side quests can be completed in one playthrough, some may
require specific conditions or timing. It is recommended to keep track of
available quests and plan accordingly.

Q: What are the best Materia combinations for
combat?

A: Some effective Materia combinations include linking "Quadra Magic" with



high-damage spells for massive area damage, or "Healing" Materia with "All"
Materia to heal the entire party simultaneously.

Q: Is there a new version or remake of Final Fantasy
VII?

A: Yes, Final Fantasy VII has been remade as Final Fantasy VII Remake, which
offers updated graphics, expanded storylines, and new gameplay mechanics
while retaining the essence of the original game.

Q: How can I enhance my gaming experience with Final
Fantasy VII?

A: To enhance your gaming experience, consider exploring every area
thoroughly, engaging with all character storylines, and experimenting with
different Materia setups to find what best suits your playstyle.

Q: What should I focus on in the late game?

A: In the late game, focus on maximizing your characters' levels, completing
any remaining side quests, obtaining powerful Materia, and preparing for the
final boss battles by strategizing your party setup.

Q: Are there any cheats or tricks to help me in the
game?

A: While there are various cheats and tricks available, it’'s best to play
through the game to experience its full offerings. However, using a guide to
find hidden items or strategies can significantly enhance your gameplay.
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