
horizon zero dawn walkthrough
horizon zero dawn walkthrough is an essential guide for players looking to navigate the
expansive and intricate world of this critically acclaimed action RPG. Developed by Guerrilla
Games, Horizon Zero Dawn offers a rich narrative and captivating gameplay set in a post-
apocalyptic world filled with robotic creatures. This walkthrough will cover key quests, tips
for combat, strategies for exploring the vast landscapes, and advice on crafting and
upgrading equipment. Whether you're a newcomer or a seasoned player, this guide will
help you fully immerse yourself in the experience of Horizon Zero Dawn.

This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the main story quests, side quests,
and exploration tips. We will delve into combat strategies, crafting mechanics, and the
importance of understanding the various robot types encountered throughout the game.
Additionally, you will find a list of valuable resources and tools to enhance your gameplay
experience.
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Main Story Quests
The main story quests in Horizon Zero Dawn are designed to guide players through the
overarching narrative while introducing key gameplay mechanics. These quests are pivotal
for understanding the lore and the world of Horizon Zero Dawn.

Prologue: Awakening
The game begins with Aloy, the protagonist, experiencing her childhood and the mystery
surrounding her origins. Players will learn the basic mechanics of movement and combat.
Completing this quest sets the stage for Aloy’s journey.



The Ruins of the Past
This quest marks the start of Aloy’s adventure into the wider world. Players will engage in
their first combat encounters and learn how to utilize stealth and strategy effectively
against robotic enemies. The quest culminates in a significant discovery that propels the
story forward.

Key Story Arcs
As players progress, they will encounter various significant story arcs that reveal more
about the world, the machines, and Aloy’s connection to her past. Key quests include:

The Womb of the Mountain

The City of the Sun

The Grave-Hoard

The Mountain That Fell

Each of these quests introduces unique challenges, compelling characters, and vital story
elements that enrich the player’s understanding of the game’s universe.

Side Quests and Activities
In addition to the main story quests, Horizon Zero Dawn offers numerous side quests that
provide opportunities for exploration and character development. These quests often yield
valuable rewards and deeper insights into the game’s lore.

Variety of Side Quests
Side quests can range from assisting villagers to hunting down specific machines. Engaging
in these activities helps players gain experience points, crafting materials, and new
equipment. Notable side quests include:

The Terror of the Sun

A Seeker at the Gates

The Forgotten

Completing side quests not only enhances the gameplay experience but also provides
players with a richer understanding of the world and its inhabitants.



Activities and Collectibles
Players can engage in various activities such as hunting, gathering, and collecting ancient
relics. These collectibles often lead to additional lore and backstory, contributing to the
immersive experience. Players should prioritize completing these activities as they enhance
both the story and gameplay mechanics.

Combat Strategies
Combat in Horizon Zero Dawn is dynamic and requires strategic planning. Players must
adapt their tactics based on the type of machine they encounter.

Understanding Machine Types
Each machine in Horizon Zero Dawn has unique behaviors and weaknesses. Understanding
these characteristics is crucial for effective combat. Key machine types include:

Watchers

Striders

Scrappers

Thunderjaws

Knowing the strengths and weaknesses of these machines allows players to choose the
right weapons and tactics to defeat them efficiently.

Combat Techniques
Players can utilize a variety of combat techniques, including:

Stealth Attacks: Use the environment to your advantage.

Ranged Attacks: Employ bows and traps for long-range combat.

Elemental Attacks: Exploit elemental weaknesses for maximum damage.

Mastering these techniques will significantly enhance a player's ability to survive and thrive
in the harsh world of Horizon Zero Dawn.



Exploration Tips
The world of Horizon Zero Dawn is vast and filled with secrets. Exploring the environment is
essential for gathering resources and uncovering the game’s lore.

Utilizing the Focus
The Focus device is a key tool that allows Aloy to scan her environment, revealing
important information about machines, resources, and points of interest. Players should
frequently use the Focus to enhance their exploration.

Finding Resources
Resources are scattered throughout the world and are crucial for crafting and upgrading.
Players should prioritize collecting:

Herbs and plants for healing

Metal shards for purchasing items

Crafting materials from defeated machines

Understanding where to find these resources can significantly improve a player's survival
chances and overall effectiveness in combat.

Crafting and Upgrading
Crafting and upgrading are fundamental components of Horizon Zero Dawn. Players can
create various items and improve their gear to enhance their performance in battles.

Crafting Essentials
Players can craft potions, traps, and ammunition using gathered resources. It is important
to manage inventory effectively and prioritize crafting based on the player's current needs
and strategies.

Upgrading Equipment
Aloy can upgrade weapons and armor by collecting specific materials found throughout the
world. Upgrading not only improves the gear's performance but also allows players to face
tougher enemies more effectively.



Conclusion
The horizon zero dawn walkthrough serves as a comprehensive guide for players seeking to
master the game. From navigating the main story quests to exploring side activities and
honing combat strategies, players will find valuable insights throughout this guide. By
understanding the mechanics of crafting and upgrading, players can enhance their
gameplay experience and fully appreciate the rich world of Horizon Zero Dawn. Embrace
the journey and uncover the secrets hidden within this stunning landscape.

Q: What is the best way to start Horizon Zero Dawn?
A: To start Horizon Zero Dawn effectively, focus on completing the prologue and early
quests to familiarize yourself with the controls and combat mechanics. Explore the
environment to gather resources and upgrade your equipment.

Q: Are there missable quests in Horizon Zero Dawn?
A: Yes, some side quests can be missed if not completed before certain story events. It's
advisable to engage with NPCs and check for available quests regularly.

Q: How can I improve my combat skills in Horizon Zero
Dawn?
A: To improve combat skills, practice using different weapons, learn machine weaknesses,
and experiment with various tactics, such as stealth and elemental attacks.

Q: What resources should I prioritize collecting?
A: Prioritize collecting herbs for healing, metal shards for purchasing items, and crafting
materials from defeated machines to ensure you are well-equipped for challenges.

Q: Is it necessary to complete all side quests?
A: While it is not necessary to complete all side quests, doing so enriches the story,
provides valuable rewards, and enhances gameplay by increasing your level and resources.

Q: How do I unlock new weapons in the game?
A: New weapons can be unlocked by completing specific quests, purchasing them from
merchants, or finding them as loot in the world.

Q: Can I change the difficulty level during gameplay?
A: Yes, players can change the difficulty level at any time from the game’s settings menu,



allowing for a tailored experience based on player preference.

Q: What is the purpose of the Focus device?
A: The Focus device allows Aloy to scan her environment for information about machines,
resources, and points of interest, enhancing exploration and combat strategy.

Q: How important are upgrades for weapons and
armor?
A: Upgrades are crucial as they significantly enhance the performance of weapons and
armor, allowing players to tackle tougher enemies and survive challenging encounters.

Q: Are there any collectibles in Horizon Zero Dawn?
A: Yes, Horizon Zero Dawn features various collectibles, including ancient relics and data
points that provide lore and backstory to the game’s world.
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