
how many fell beasts are there
how many fell beasts are there is a question that intrigues many fans of J.R.R. Tolkien's Middle-
earth legendarium, particularly those familiar with the "Lord of the Rings" films and texts. While the
fell beasts are not the focal point of the story, their ominous presence adds a layer of depth to the
narrative, especially during the climactic battles. This article will delve into the origins,
characteristics, and significance of fell beasts in Tolkien’s works, as well as an exploration of how
many fell beasts are depicted in the "Lord of the Rings" films. Additionally, we will discuss their role
within the greater context of Middle-earth's mythos. By understanding these creatures, fans can
appreciate the intricate world that Tolkien created and the various elements that contribute to its
richness.
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Understanding Fell Beasts

Fell beasts are fictional creatures that appear in J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the Rings." They are
primarily associated with the Nazgûl, also known as the Ringwraiths, who serve as the primary
antagonists in the narrative. These creatures are depicted as large, winged beasts that strike fear
into the hearts of those who encounter them. Unlike typical dragons or mythical creatures, fell
beasts possess a distinct aura of dread, embodying the darkness and corruption brought by Sauron,
the Dark Lord.

The term "fell" in this context means fierce or deadly, which aptly describes these creatures. They
are not just mere beasts; they are manifestations of the evil that permeates Middle-earth, serving as
the aerial mounts for the Nazgûl. Their presence in the story underscores the themes of fear and
domination that are prevalent throughout Tolkien's works.



The Origin of Fell Beasts

The origins of fell beasts are somewhat shrouded in mystery, as Tolkien does not provide a detailed
backstory for them in his writings. However, it is widely believed that they are a product of Sauron's
dark sorcery, bred or corrupted to serve his purposes. In the appendices of "The Lord of the Rings,"
Tolkien mentions that the Nazgûl were once men who were corrupted by the Rings of Power,
ultimately becoming wraiths bound to Sauron’s will. It is likely that the fell beasts were created to
complement the Nazgûl’s fearsome nature, enhancing their role as harbingers of terror.

There is an implication that fell beasts were not always evil; they may have originally been natural
creatures that were twisted and corrupted by dark magic. This transformation reflects the broader
theme of corruption that runs through Tolkien's work, showcasing how power can lead to
degradation and loss of identity.

Characteristics of Fell Beasts

Fell beasts are described as having several distinctive characteristics that set them apart from other
creatures in Middle-earth. Understanding these traits is essential to grasping their role in the
narrative.

Physical Appearance

Fell beasts are typically portrayed as large, ominous creatures with the following physical features:

Wings: They possess enormous wings, enabling them to soar through the skies with terrifying
speed and agility.

Scaly Skin: Their skin is often depicted as dark and leathery, resembling that of a dragon,
which heightens their fearsome appearance.

Long Neck and Beak: They have elongated necks and sharp beaks, which contribute to their
predatory nature.

Empty Eyes: Unlike many creatures, fell beasts do not have visible eyes, instead characterizing
them with a menacing, soulless gaze that adds to their frightening presence.

Behavior and Abilities

Fell beasts exhibit several behavioral traits and abilities that further establish their role as fearsome
predators:



Predatory Instincts: They are formidable hunters, often depicted swooping down upon their
prey with immense speed.

Fear-Inducing Presence: The mere sight of a fell beast can instill terror in the hearts of even
the bravest warriors, symbolizing the overwhelming power of Sauron.

Bond with the Nazgûl: Their connection with the Nazgûl enhances their fearsome reputation,
as they are seen as extensions of the wraiths themselves.

Fell Beasts in the "Lord of the Rings" Films

In Peter Jackson's film adaptation of "The Lord of the Rings," fell beasts play a crucial role during
the Battle of the Pelennor Fields, adding visual intensity to the scenes of conflict. The filmmakers
chose to bring these creatures to life using a combination of CGI and practical effects, creating an
unforgettable visual spectacle.

In the films, the fell beasts are depicted during the sequences where the Nazgûl ride into battle,
creating a sense of dread among the defenders of Gondor. Their design reflects the descriptions
found in Tolkien's texts, enhancing the overall atmosphere of impending doom that pervades these
scenes. This portrayal has solidified the fell beast’s image in popular culture, making them one of
the memorable elements of the cinematic adaptations.

How Many Fell Beasts Are There?

The question of how many fell beasts exist is somewhat complex due to the nature of their depiction
in both Tolkien's writings and the films. In "The Lord of the Rings," it is suggested that the Nazgûl
each have their own fell beast, but the exact number is not specified in the text. However, it is
commonly accepted that there are nine Nazgûl, thus implying that there are at least nine fell beasts,
one for each wraith.

In the films, viewers see multiple fell beasts engaged in battle, particularly during the scenes over
Minas Tirith. While it is clear that there are several present, the focus remains primarily on the
Nazgûl and their individual mounts rather than providing a definitive count. Therefore, while one
can assert that there are at least nine fell beasts, the possibility exists that more were created or
used during the dark times of Sauron’s reign.

The Significance of Fell Beasts in Middle-earth

The presence of fell beasts in Middle-earth serves several important functions within the narrative.
Firstly, they symbolize the pervasive influence of Sauron and the corruption that accompanies his



rise to power. The fell beasts, being creatures of darkness, represent the physical manifestation of
fear and dread that Sauron instills in Middle-earth.

Moreover, fell beasts contribute to the theme of loss and degradation. The transformation of natural
creatures into instruments of terror reflects the overarching narrative of how power can corrupt and
distort. The Nazgûl, riding their fell beasts, illustrate the tragic fate of those who succumb to the
allure of power, losing their humanity in the process.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of how many fell beasts are there leads to a deeper understanding of their
role within Tolkien's Middle-earth. With at least nine associated with the Nazgûl, these creatures
embody the darkness and corruption that define much of the narrative. Their depiction in both the
texts and films adds layers of meaning to the story, demonstrating Tolkien's mastery in creating a
rich and complex world. By exploring the origins, characteristics, and significance of fell beasts, fans
can appreciate the intricate details that make "The Lord of the Rings" a timeless tale of good versus
evil.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are fell beasts in "The Lord of the Rings"?
A: Fell beasts are large, winged creatures that serve as mounts for the Nazgûl, the Ringwraiths.
They are characterized by their fearsome appearance and are embodiments of the darkness
associated with Sauron.

Q: How did fell beasts come to be?
A: Fell beasts are believed to be corrupted creatures, possibly created or bred by Sauron to serve his
will. Their origins are not extensively covered in Tolkien's works, but they reflect the theme of
corruption prevalent in the narrative.

Q: How many fell beasts appear in the films?
A: While the exact number is not specified, it is generally accepted that there are at least nine fell
beasts, one for each of the nine Nazgûl. The films depict multiple fell beasts during the Battle of the
Pelennor Fields.

Q: What do fell beasts symbolize in the story?
A: Fell beasts symbolize fear, domination, and the pervasive influence of Sauron. They represent the
physical manifestation of terror and the loss of identity through corruption.



Q: Are fell beasts based on real mythological creatures?
A: Fell beasts are unique to Tolkien's mythology, although they may draw inspiration from various
mythological and legendary creatures, such as dragons and other winged beasts.

Q: How are fell beasts portrayed in the films compared to the
books?
A: In the films, fell beasts are visually depicted during significant battle scenes, creating a sense of
dread. While their portrayal aligns with Tolkien's descriptions, the films enhance their visual impact
through special effects.

Q: Do fell beasts have any special abilities?
A: Fell beasts are known for their speed, agility, and predatory instincts. Their fear-inducing
presence and bond with the Nazgûl amplify the terror they evoke during confrontations.

Q: What is the significance of the Nazgûl riding fell beasts?
A: The Nazgûl riding fell beasts emphasizes their role as harbingers of doom and showcases the
connection between power and corruption, illustrating the tragic fate of beings who succumb to
darkness.

Q: Can fell beasts be killed?
A: In the films, fell beasts can be killed, as seen during the Battle of the Pelennor Fields when they
are shot down by arrows. Their destruction often symbolizes the weakening of Sauron's power.

Q: How do fell beasts enhance the theme of corruption in
Tolkien's work?
A: Fell beasts enhance the theme of corruption by representing the transformation of natural
creatures into instruments of evil, illustrating how power can lead to the loss of identity and
morality.
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