WHAT IS FINAL WALKTHROUGH BEFORE CLOSING

WHAT IS FINAL WALKTHROUGH BEFORE CLOSING IS A CRUCIAL STEP IN THE HOME BUYING PROCESS THAT OCCURS JUST BEFORE
THE CLOSING OF A REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION. THIS WALKTHROUGH ALLOWS BUYERS TO INSPECT THE PROPERTY TO ENSURE IT
IS IN THE AGREED-UPON CONDITION AND THAT ANY NEGOTIATED REPAIRS OR CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE. |T SERVES AS A FINAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR BUYERS TO IDENTIFY ANY ISSUES THAT MAY NEED TO BE ADDRESSED BEFORE THE SALE IS FINALIZED. IN THIS
ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE PURPOSE OF THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH, WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE PROCESS, HOW TO
PREPARE FOR IT, AND COMMON ISSUES THAT CAN ARISE. BY UNDERSTANDING THESE KEY ELEMENTS, BUYERS CAN NAVIGATE THIS
IMPORTANT PHASE WITH CONFIDENCE.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF THE FINAL \W/ ALKTHROUGH

THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE REAL ESTATE CLOSING PROCESS. ITS PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO ENSURE
THAT THE PROPERTY IS IN THE SAME CONDITION AS WHEN THE BUYER FIRST AGREED TO PURCHASE IT. THIS INCLUDES CONFIRMING
THAT ANY REPAIRS REQUESTED DURING NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND THAT THE PROPERTY IS CLEAN AND FREE OF
PERSONAL BELONGINGS FROM THE PREVIOUS OWNER.

ADDITIONALLY, THE WALKTHROUGH SERVES AS A CHANCE FOR BUYERS TO CHECK FOR ANY NEW ISSUES THAT MAY HAVE ARISEN

SINCE THEIR LAST VISIT. IT IS A MOMENT TO VERIFY THAT ALL AGREED-UPON TERMS HAVE BEEN MET, WHICH CAN PREVENT
POTENTIAL DISPUTES AFTER CLOSING.

WHAT To ExPECT DURING THE W/ ALKTHROUGH

THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH TYPICALLY OCCURS 24 TO 48 HOURS BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE. |T IS USUALLY A BRIEF VISIT,
LASTING ANY\WHERE FROM 30 MINUTES TO AN HOUR. DURING THIS TIME, BUYERS SHOULD CONDUCT A THOROUGH INSPECTION OF
THE PROPERTY ALONGSIDE THEIR REAL ESTATE AGENT.

Key ASPECTS TO REVIEW

DURING THE W ALKTHROUGH, BUYERS SHOULD FOCUS ON SEVERAL KEY ASPECTS OF THE HOME:

o OvVEeRALL CoNDITION: CHECK THE GENERAL STATE OF THE PROPERTY, ENSURING IT MATCHES THE LAST VISIT.
® RePAIRS: CONFIRM THAT ALL REQUESTED REPAIRS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED SATISFACTORILY.

e SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES: TEST MAJOR SYSTEMS, SUCH AS HV AC, PLUMBING, AND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS, AS WELL
AS ANY INCLUDED APPLIANCES.



o CLEANLINESS: ENSURE THE HOME HAS BEEN CLEANED AND IS READY FOR MOVE-IN.

® FiIXxTURES AND FITTINGS: CONFIRM THAT ALL AGREED-UPON FIXTURES, SUCH AS LIGHT FIXTURES AND \WINDOW
TREATMENTS, ARE STILL IN PLACE.

How To PREPARE FOR THE FINAL W/ ALK THROUGH

PREPARATION IS KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL FINAL W ALKTHROUGH. BUYERS SHOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STEPS TO ENSURE
THEY ARE READY:

CreATE A CHECKLIST

BEFORE THE WALKTHROUGH, BUYERS SHOULD CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO INSPECT. THIS LIST SHOULD
INCLUDE:

e CONDITION OF WALLS AND FLOORS

e FUNCTIONALITY OF DOORS AND WINDOWS

INSPECTING THE BASEMENT, ATTIC, AND GARAGE
o CHECKING FOR SIGNS OF WATER DAMAGE OR PESTS

® VERIFYING THAT ALL AGREED REPAIRS ARE COMPLETED

BRrRING EsSeENTIAL DOCUMENTS

[T IS HELPFUL TO BRING IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS TO THE WALKTHROUGH, SUCH AS THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT, ANY REPAIR
REQUESTS, AND PREVIOUS INSPECTION REPORTS. THESE DOCUMENTS CAN GUIDE THE INSPECTION AND HELP REMIND BUYERS OF
WHAT TO LOOK FOR.

CoMMON Issues To Look OuTt For

DESPITE CAREFUL PREPARATION, BUYERS MAY STILL ENCOUNTER ISSUES DURING THE FINAL W ALKTHROUGH. SOME COMMON
PROBLEMS TO WATCH FOR INCLUDE:

UNFINISHED REPAIRS: SOMETIMES SELLERS MAY NOT COMPLETE AGREED-UPON REPAIRS, WHICH CAN LEAD TO DISPUTES.

DAMAGE: NEW DAMAGES MAY OCCUR AFTER THE LAST VISIT, SUCH AS SCRATCHES ON FLOORS OR HOLES IN WALLS.

MISSING ITEMS: ENSURE THAT ALL FIXTURES AND APPLIANCES INCLUDED IN THE SALE ARE STILL PRESENT.

UNCLEAN CONDITIONS: THE PROPERTY SHOULD BE CLEAN AND READY FOR OCCUPANCY; A DIRTY HOME CAN INDICATE
NEGLIGENCE.

[F ANY ISSUES ARISE DURING THE WALKTHROUGH, BUYERS SHOULD ADDRESS THEM WITH THEIR REAL ESTATE AGENT IMMEDIATELY.
DEPENDING ON THE SEVERITY OF THE PROBLEM, IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE SELLER TO RESOLVE THE ISSUES



BEFORE CLOSING.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE W ALKTHROUGH

AFTER COMPLETING THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH, BUYERS WILL TYPICALLY PROCEED TO THE CLOSING PROCESS. IF NO MAJOR
ISSUES ARE FOUND, THE CLOSING CAN USUALLY GO FORWARD AS PLANNED. HO\X/EVER, IF PROBLEMS ARE IDENTIFIED, BUYERS MAY
NEED TO TAKE SEVERAL STEPS:

® DOCUMENT ISSUES: T AKE PHOTOS AND NOTES OF ANY ISSUES FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

o COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR AGENT: DISCUSS THE FINDINGS WITH YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT TO DETERMINE THE BEST
COURSE OF ACTION.

¢ NEGOTIATE SOLUTIONS: DEPENDING ON THE ISSUES, BUYERS CAN NEGOTIATE WITH THE SELLER FOR REPAIRS, CREDITS, OR
A DELAY IN CLOSING UNTIL PROBLEMS ARE RESOLVED.

THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH IS NOT JUST A FORMALITY; IT IS AN ESSENTIAL STEP TO ENSURE THAT BUYERS ARE MAKING A SOUND
INVESTMENT AND THAT THE PROPERTY MEETS THEIR EXPECTATIONS.

CONCLUSION

THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH BEFORE CLOSING IS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE HOME BUYING PROCESS. |T SERVES AS THE LAST
OPPORTUNITY FOR BUYERS TO ENSURE THAT THEIR NEW HOME IS IN THE CONDITION THEY EXPECT AND THAT ALL TERMS OF THE
SALE HAVE BEEN HONORED. BY UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF THE WALKTHROUGH, KNOWING WHAT TO EXPECT, PREPARING
ADEQUATELY, AND BEING VIGILANT FOR POTENTIAL ISSUES, BUYERS CAN APPROACH THIS PHASE WITH CONFIDENCE.
ULTIMATELY, THIS STEP HELPS TO PROTECT BUYERS’ INVESTMENTS AND ENSURES A SMOOTHER TRANSITION INTO THEIR NEW
HOME.

Q! \WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH?

A: THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH ALLOWS BUYERS TO INSPECT THE PROPERTY BEFORE CLOSING, ENSURING IT IS IN AGREED-UPON
CONDITION AND THAT ANY REQUESTED REPAIRS HAVE BEEN MADE.

Q: How LONG DOES A FINAL WALKTHROUGH USUALLY TAKEP

A: A FINAL WALKTHROUGH TYPICALLY LASTS BETWEEN 30 MINUTES TO AN HOUR, DEPENDING ON THE SIZE OF THE PROPERTY
AND THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE INSPECTION.

QZ \W/HEN DOES THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH OCCUR IN RELATION TO CLOSING?

A: THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH USUALLY OCCURS 24 TO 48 HOURS BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE.

Q: WHAT SHOULD | BRING TO THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH?

A: T IS BENEFICIAL TO BRING A CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO INSPECT, THE PURCHASE AGREEMENT, AND ANY REPAIR REQUESTS OR
INSPECTION REPORTS.



Q: WHAT IF | FIND ISSUES DURING THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH?

A: IF ISSUES ARE FOUND, DOCUMENT THEM, COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT, AND NEGOTIATE WITH THE SELLER
FOR REPAIRS OR CREDITS BEFORE PROCEEDING TO CLOSING.

Q: CAN THE CLOSING BE DELAYED IF ISSUES ARE FOUND DURING THE FINAL
W ALKTHROUGH?

A: YES, IF SIGNIFICANT ISSUES ARE IDENTIFIED, IT MAY NECESSITATE A DELAY IN CLOSING UNTIL THE PROBLEMS ARE RESOLVED
SATISFACTORILY.

QI \WHAT COMMON ISSUES SHOULD | LOOK OUT FOR DURING THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH?

A: COMMON ISSUES INCLUDE UNFINISHED REPAIRS, NEW DAMAGES, MISSING FIXTURES, AND CLEANLINESS OF THE PROPERTY.

Q: Is THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH MANDATORY?

A: WHILE NOT LEGALLY MANDATORY, THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO ENSURE THE PROPERTY MEETS
THE BUYER'S EXPECTATIONS BEFORE CLOSING.

Q: How CAN | PREPARE FOR THE FINAL WALKTHROUGH?

A: BUYERS CAN PREPARE BY CREATING A CHECKLIST, BRINGING ESSENTIAL DOCUMENTS, AND SCHEDULING THE WALKTHROUGH AT
A CONVENIENT TIME BEFORE CLOSING.
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