when is final walkthrough

when is final walkthrough is a crucial question for home buyers and sellers
as it marks the final step before closing on a property. This walkthrough is
the opportunity to ensure that the home is in the expected condition and that
any agreed-upon repairs have been completed. Understanding when the final
walkthrough occurs, its purpose, and how to prepare for it can significantly
impact the home buying experience. This article will delve into the timeline
of the final walkthrough, what to expect during the process, tips for
effective preparation, and common issues that may arise.
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Understanding the Final Walkthrough

The final walkthrough is a critical component of the home buying process. It
typically occurs shortly before the closing date, allowing the buyer to
inspect the property one last time. This step is designed to ensure that the
home is in the same condition as when the purchase agreement was signed, and
to verify that any repairs or conditions stipulated in the contract have been
fulfilled. It is an opportunity for buyers to check that everything is
functioning as it should, from appliances to plumbing fixtures.

Moreover, the final walkthrough serves as a final confirmation of the
transaction terms. It allows buyers to address any last-minute concerns
before committing to the purchase. Sellers, too, should be aware that this is
their chance to leave the home in good condition, as it can affect the
buyer's perception and willingness to proceed with closing.

When Does the Final Walkthrough Take Place?

The timing of the final walkthrough is typically set a few days before the
closing date, often within 24 to 48 hours prior. This allows buyers to assess
the property shortly before they take ownership. However, the specific timing
can vary based on the buyer's and seller's schedules, as well as the
requirements of the mortgage lender.

In most cases, the final walkthrough is scheduled for a time when the seller
has vacated the property, allowing for a thorough inspection without
interference. Buyers should coordinate with their real estate agents to find
a suitable time that works for all parties involved, ensuring that it fits
within the overall timeline leading up to closing.



What to Expect During the Final Walkthrough

During the final walkthrough, buyers should expect to perform a comprehensive
inspection of the property. This process typically includes examining various
aspects of the home to confirm that it meets their expectations as per the
agreement.

Key Areas to Inspect

Here are some key areas buyers should focus on during the final walkthrough:

Structural Integrity: Check for any visible cracks or damage to walls,
ceilings, and floors.

e Systems and Appliances: Ensure that all appliances, heating, cooling,
and plumbing systems are functioning correctly.

e Repairs and Modifications: Verify that any agreed-upon repairs have been
completed satisfactorily.

e Fixtures and Fittings: Confirm that any fixtures included in the sale
are present and in good condition.

e Cleanliness: Assess the overall cleanliness of the home, as it should be

left in a neat condition.

Buyers should take their time during the walkthrough, making notes of any
issues or concerns that arise. It is also advisable to bring along a
checklist to ensure that nothing is overlooked during the inspection.

Preparing for the Final Walkthrough
Preparation is key to a successful final walkthrough. Buyers can take several

steps to ensure they are ready for this crucial inspection.

Tips for Buyers

Consider the following tips for effective preparation:

e Bring Documentation: Have a copy of the purchase agreement and any
repair requests handy for reference.

e Create a Checklist: Compile a detailed checklist of items to inspect,
based on what was agreed upon in the contract.

e Schedule Adequate Time: Allow enough time for a thorough inspection;
rushing can lead to missed issues.

e Involve Your Real Estate Agent: Bring your agent along for their
expertise and guidance during the walkthrough.

e Prepare for Questions: Be ready to discuss any concerns with the seller
or their agent, especially regarding repairs.



By following these preparation tips, buyers can approach the final
walkthrough with confidence, ensuring that they are making an informed
decision prior to closing.

Common Issues to Look Out For

During the final walkthrough, there are several common issues that buyers
should be aware of. Being vigilant can save buyers from potential headaches
post—-purchase.

Potential Concerns

Keep an eye out for the following:

e Unfinished Repairs: Ensure that all repairs promised by the seller are
complete.

e Damage Since Last Visit: Look for any new damage that may have occurred
since the last time you visited the property.

e Missing Items: Confirm that all items included in the sale, such as
fixtures and appliances, are still present.

e Functionality Issues: Test appliances, doors, windows, and plumbing to
ensure everything works as intended.

e Cleanliness and Move-Out Condition: Evaluate the home’s cleanliness and
overall condition after the seller has moved out.

Identifying these issues during the final walkthrough can help buyers address
them with the seller before closing, potentially saving them time and money
in the long run.

Conclusion

The final walkthrough is an essential step in the home buying process,
providing buyers with the opportunity to ensure that their new home is ready
for them. Understanding when the final walkthrough takes place, what to
expect, how to prepare, and what to look for can enhance the experience and
lead to a smoother closing process. Buyers should approach this final
inspection with diligence, as it is their last chance to address any concerns
before finalizing the purchase. By being informed and prepared, buyers can
confidently transition into homeownership.

Q: What is the purpose of the final walkthrough?

A: The final walkthrough allows the buyer to inspect the property one last
time before closing to ensure it is in the agreed-upon condition and that all
repairs have been completed.



Q: How long before closing does the final walkthrough
occur?

A: The final walkthrough typically occurs 24 to 48 hours before the closing
date, but this can vary based on the schedules of both the buyer and seller.

Q: Can I negotiate after the final walkthrough?

A: Yes, if issues are discovered during the final walkthrough, buyers can
negotiate with the seller for repairs, credits, or other solutions before
closing.

Q: What should I bring to the final walkthrough?

A: Buyers should bring a copy of the purchase agreement, a checklist for
inspection, and any notes regarding agreed-upon repairs or issues to address.

Q: What if I find problems during the final
walkthrough?

A: If problems are found, buyers should document them and discuss with their
real estate agent and the seller to find a resolution before closing.

Q: How can I ensure a successful final walkthrough?

A: To ensure a successful final walkthrough, prepare a detailed checklist,
schedule enough time for inspection, and involve your real estate agent for
expertise.

Q: Is it necessary to conduct a final walkthrough?

A: While it is not legally required, conducting a final walkthrough is highly
recommended as it protects the buyer's interests by ensuring the home is
ready for occupancy.

Q: Can I do a final walkthrough if the seller is
still living in the home?

A: It’'s preferable to schedule the final walkthrough after the seller has
vacated the property to allow for an unobstructed and thorough inspection.

Q: What if the seller refuses to make repairs before
closing?

A: If the seller refuses to make repairs, buyers can negotiate for a price
reduction, a closing credit, or decide to proceed with the purchase as-is.



Q: How long does the final walkthrough usually take?

A: The duration of the final walkthrough can wvary, but it typically takes
about 30 minutes to an hour, depending on the size of the home and the number
of items to inspect.
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