
a raisin in the sun quiz
a raisin in the sun quiz is an engaging way to delve into the themes, characters, and
plot of Lorraine Hansberry's iconic play. This article will explore various aspects of the
play, including its historical context, character analysis, and major themes while providing
an extensive quiz that can enhance your understanding and appreciation of the work.
Whether you're a student preparing for an exam, a teacher looking for resources, or
simply a fan of literature, this article will serve as a valuable guide. The quiz will not only
test your knowledge but also encourage critical thinking about the play's profound
messages. Let's embark on this journey through "A Raisin in the Sun" and discover what
makes it a cornerstone of American drama.
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Understanding the Historical Context

To fully appreciate "A Raisin in the Sun," it's essential to understand the historical context
in which it was written. Lorraine Hansberry penned this play during the civil rights
movement, a time marked by racial segregation and social injustice in the United States.
Set in the 1950s, the story follows the Younger family, an African American household
striving for a better life in a society that often denies them opportunities based on their
race.

The play reflects the struggles of African Americans during this period, highlighting the
systemic barriers they faced. The quest for homeownership, for instance, symbolizes not
just the desire for a physical space but also the longing for dignity, respect, and equality.
In the face of discrimination, the characters navigate their dreams, aspirations, and the
harsh realities of their social environment.

The Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement, which gained momentum in the 1950s and 1960s, aimed to end



racial segregation and discrimination against African Americans. Key events during this
time, such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the March on Washington, set the stage
for Hansberry's work. "A Raisin in the Sun" captures the essence of this struggle,
portraying characters who yearn for a better future while confronting the limitations
imposed upon them.

Housing Discrimination

Housing discrimination was a significant issue for African Americans in the 1950s. The
practice of redlining, where banks would refuse loans to people in predominantly African
American neighborhoods, led to widespread economic disadvantage. The Younger family's
desire to move into a white neighborhood reflects their aspirations for upward mobility
and the pursuit of the American Dream. This theme resonates throughout the play, making
it a timeless exploration of race, identity, and belonging.

Character Analysis

The characters in "A Raisin in the Sun" are complex and multi-dimensional, each
representing different perspectives within the African American experience.
Understanding their motivations and interactions is crucial to grasping the play's deeper
meanings.


