
quiz on transitive and intransitive verbs with
answers
quiz on transitive and intransitive verbs with answers is a fantastic way to solidify your
understanding of a fundamental grammar concept. This comprehensive guide aims to equip you with
the knowledge and practice needed to confidently distinguish between transitive and intransitive
verbs. We'll delve into their definitions, explore examples, and provide a practical quiz designed to
test your comprehension. Mastering this distinction is crucial for clear and effective communication,
impacting sentence structure and meaning significantly. Prepare to engage with detailed
explanations and a hands-on quiz that includes all the answers, making your learning journey both
effective and enjoyable.
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Understanding Transitive Verbs

Transitive verbs are action verbs that require a direct object to complete their meaning. Think of
them as verbs that "transfer" their action to something or someone. Without a direct object, the
sentence often feels incomplete or grammatically awkward. The direct object is the noun or pronoun
that directly receives the action of the verb. It answers the question "what?" or "whom?" after the
verb. For instance, in the sentence "She kicked the ball," the verb is "kicked." To find the direct
object, we ask, "She kicked what?" The answer is "the ball." Therefore, "kicked" is a transitive verb
in this context, and "the ball" is its direct object.

Consider another example: "The author wrote a novel." Here, "wrote" is the action verb. Asking "The
author wrote what?" leads us to "a novel," which is the direct object. This clearly identifies "wrote"
as a transitive verb. It's important to remember that the direct object is not part of a prepositional
phrase; it directly follows the verb and is essential for the verb's meaning to be fully conveyed. Many
common verbs, such as give, take, see, hear, buy, sell, make, build, eat, drink, and write, are
frequently used as transitive verbs.

Understanding Intransitive Verbs

Intransitive verbs, on the other hand, are action verbs that do not require a direct object to complete
their meaning. Their action is not transferred to anything or anyone. The sentence makes sense on



its own, or with the addition of adverbs or prepositional phrases that modify the verb but don't
receive its action. For example, in the sentence "The baby slept," the verb is "slept." If we try to ask
"The baby slept what?" or "The baby slept whom?", there's no direct answer that completes the
verb's action. The sentence is perfectly understandable as it is. "Slept" is therefore an intransitive
verb.

Another example: "Birds fly." The verb "fly" describes an action, but it doesn't need a direct object.
Birds fly, and that's a complete thought. We might add details like "Birds fly south for the winter,"
but "south for the winter" describes how or when they fly; it doesn't receive the action of flying.
Intransitive verbs often describe states of being or actions that are complete in themselves. Common
intransitive verbs include arrive, depart, sleep, laugh, cry, sing, run, walk, talk, and listen. It's worth
noting that some verbs can be both transitive and intransitive depending on how they are used in a
sentence.

The Crucial Role of the Direct Object

The direct object is the linchpin in distinguishing between transitive and intransitive verbs. Without
understanding what a direct object is, you'll struggle to correctly identify verb types. As we've
discussed, a direct object answers the question "what?" or "whom?" after the verb. It is the recipient
of the verb's action. If there's no word in the sentence that directly answers these questions in
relation to the verb, then the verb is likely intransitive.

Let's illustrate this with a few more examples. In "He reads a book," "reads" is transitive because it
acts upon "a book" (reads what? a book). In "She sings beautifully," "sings" is intransitive.
"Beautifully" is an adverb modifying "sings," telling us how she sings, not what she sings. There's no
direct object receiving the action of singing. In "They arrived late," "arrived" is intransitive. "Late" is
an adverb indicating when they arrived, not something that arrived. The key is to isolate the verb
and then probe with "what?" or "whom?" If a noun or pronoun directly answers, it's transitive. If not,
it's intransitive.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

One of the most frequent mistakes people make is confusing adverbs and prepositional phrases with
direct objects. Remember, adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, and prepositional
phrases (starting with prepositions like in, on, at, for, to, with, etc.) provide additional information
about time, place, or manner. They do not directly receive the action of the verb. For instance, in
"She looked at the painting," "looked" is intransitive. "At the painting" is a prepositional phrase
telling us where she looked, not what she looked. If the sentence were "She admired the painting,"
then "admired" would be transitive, with "the painting" as its direct object (admired what? the
painting).

Another common pitfall is when a verb can be both transitive and intransitive. Take the verb "run."
"He runs marathons" (transitive - runs what? marathons). "He runs every morning" (intransitive -
runs when? every morning). You must analyze each sentence individually. Don't assume a verb is
always one or the other. To avoid these errors, always perform the "what?" or "whom?" test on the



verb and carefully examine any words that follow it, paying close attention to whether they are
nouns/pronouns receiving the action or modifiers. Practicing regularly is the best way to build
confidence and accuracy.

Quiz on Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

Now it's time to test your understanding! Read each sentence carefully and identify whether the
underlined verb is transitive or intransitive. For transitive verbs, also identify the direct object.

The children played in the park.1.

She wrote a letter to her grandmother.2.

The sun shines brightly.3.

He built a magnificent treehouse.4.

The birds sang beautiful melodies.5.

They walked for miles.6.

The chef prepared a delicious meal.7.

My dog barked loudly.8.

The student answered the question.9.

She smiled warmly.10.

He reads novels every night.11.

The train arrived late.12.

We ate pizza for dinner.13.

The audience applauded the performance.14.

She listened carefully.15.

Answers to the Quiz

Let's see how you did! Check your answers below and review any you got wrong.



played: Intransitive. ("in the park" is a prepositional phrase.)1.

wrote: Transitive. Direct object: "a letter."2.

shines: Intransitive. ("brightly" is an adverb.)3.

built: Transitive. Direct object: "a magnificent treehouse."4.

sang: Transitive. Direct object: "beautiful melodies."5.

walked: Intransitive. ("for miles" is a prepositional phrase.)6.

prepared: Transitive. Direct object: "a delicious meal."7.

barked: Intransitive. ("loudly" is an adverb.)8.

answered: Transitive. Direct object: "the question."9.

smiled: Intransitive. ("warmly" is an adverb.)10.

reads: Transitive. Direct object: "novels."11.

arrived: Intransitive. ("late" is an adverb.)12.

ate: Transitive. Direct object: "pizza."13.

applauded: Transitive. Direct object: "the performance."14.

listened: Intransitive. ("carefully" is an adverb.)15.

Putting It All Together: Advanced Concepts

While the distinction between transitive and intransitive verbs is fundamental, English grammar can
sometimes present nuances. Some verbs, like "taste," "smell," "feel," and "look," can be tricky
because they can function as both action verbs (transitive/intransitive) and linking verbs. Linking
verbs connect the subject to a subject complement (a noun, pronoun, or adjective that renames or
describes the subject) and do not show action. For example, "The soup tastes good" uses "tastes" as
a linking verb, with "good" as a subject complement. However, "She tastes the soup" uses "tastes" as
a transitive verb, with "the soup" as the direct object.

Understanding the context is paramount. Always ask yourself if the verb is showing an action being
performed on a direct object or if it's connecting the subject to a description or renaming it. Another
advanced consideration is the use of phrasal verbs, which are combinations of a verb and a particle
(like a preposition or adverb) that act as a single verb. Some phrasal verbs are transitive, while
others are intransitive. For instance, "He gave up smoking" uses the transitive phrasal verb "gave
up," with "smoking" as the direct object. "The company laid off many employees" uses the transitive
phrasal verb "laid off," with "many employees" as the direct object. Conversely, "The show went on"



uses an intransitive phrasal verb. Continued practice and careful analysis of sentence structure will
greatly enhance your mastery of these grammatical concepts.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between transitive and
intransitive verbs?
A: The main difference lies in whether the verb requires a direct object to complete its meaning.
Transitive verbs need a direct object, while intransitive verbs do not.

Q: How can I easily identify a direct object?
A: To find a direct object, ask "what?" or "whom?" after the verb. If a noun or pronoun directly
answers this question, it's the direct object.

Q: Can a verb be both transitive and intransitive?
A: Yes, many verbs can be used in both ways depending on the context of the sentence. For example,
"He runs" (intransitive) versus "He runs a business" (transitive).

Q: Are there any verbs that are always transitive or always
intransitive?
A: While most verbs have flexible usage, some are more commonly one than the other. However, it's
always best to analyze each sentence individually for certainty.

Q: What if a sentence has a prepositional phrase after the
verb? Does that make the verb transitive?
A: No. Prepositional phrases (e.g., "on the table," "with enthusiasm") modify the verb but do not
receive its action. The verb remains intransitive if there is no direct object.

Q: What are some common errors people make when
identifying transitive and intransitive verbs?
A: Common errors include mistaking adverbs or prepositional phrases for direct objects, or
assuming a verb is always transitive or intransitive without considering the sentence's context.



Q: Why is it important to understand the difference between
transitive and intransitive verbs?
A: Understanding this distinction is crucial for constructing grammatically correct sentences,
ensuring clarity in communication, and accurately interpreting the meaning of written and spoken
language.
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