SPANISH TELLING TIME QUIZ

SPANISH TELLING TIME QUIZ CAN BE A FANTASTIC WAY TO SOLIDIFY YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THIS ESSENTIAL SPANISH
LANGUAGE SKILL. LEARNING TO TELL TIME ACCURATELY IN ANY LANGUAGE OPENS UP A WORLD OF PRACTICAL COMMUNICATION,
FROM MAKING APPOINTMENTS TO UNDERSTANDING DAILY SCHEDULES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE IS DESIGNED TO EQUIP YOU
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE NEEDED TO MASTER SPANISH TIME EXPRESSIONS. WE'LL DELVE INTO THE FOUNDATIONAL
VOCABULARY, EXPLORE THE NUANCES OF SPEAKING IN HOURS, MINUTES, AND FRACTIONS OF AN HOUR, AND EVEN TOUCH UPON
HOW TO ASK AND ANSWER TIME-RELATED QUESTIONS. GET READY TO BOOST YOUR SPANISH FLUENCY AND CONFIDENCE WITH
OUR DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND PRACTICE SCENARIOS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF SPANISH TIME

BEFORE WE DIVE INTO THE INTRICACIES OF TELLING TIME, LET'S ESTABLISH THE FUNDAMENTAL BUILDING BLOCKS. [N SPANISH, THE
VERB “SER” (TO BE) IS PRIMARILY USED WHEN DISCUSSING TIME. SPECIFICALLY, WE USE “ES” FOR ONE O'CLOCK AND “SON" FOR
ALL OTHER HOURS. THIS DISTINCTION IS CRUCIAL AND OFTEN A POINT OF CONFUSION FOR LEARNERS. FOR EXAMPLE, “EsS LA
UNA" MEANS “IT IS ONE ©'cLOCK,” WHILE “SON LAS Dos” MEANS “IT IS Two o'cLock.” MeMoRrizING THIS “Es” vs. “soN”
RULE IS YOUR FIRST MAJOR STEP TOWARDS ACCURATELY EXPRESSING TIME.

ANOTHER KEY ELEMENT IS THE DEFINITE ARTICLE “LA” OR “LAS.” \WHEN REFERRING TO A SPECIFIC HOUR, YOU'LL ALWAYS USE
“LA” FOR "UNA" (ONE) AND “LAS” FOR ALL OTHER HOURS (DOS, TRES, CUATRO, ETC.). THIS IS BECAUSE THE NOUNS “HORA"
(HOUR) or “HORAS” (HOURS) ARE FEMININE. SO, “ES LA UNA” IS SHORT FOR “ES LA UNA HORA,” AND “SoN LAS TRES” IS
SHORT FOR “SON LAS TRES HORAS.” UNDERSTANDING THIS GRAMMATICAL GENDER AGREEMENT WILL PREVENT MANY COMMON
ERRORS.

TELLING THE HOUR IN SPANISH

EXPRESSING THE FULL HOUR IS THE MOST STRAIGHTFORWARD PART OF TELLING TIME IN SPANISH. AS WE'VE ESTABLISHED,
You'LL Ust “Es LA UNA” FOR ONE ©'CLOCK. FOR ANY OTHER HOUR, YOU SIMPLY USE “SON LAS” FOLLOWED BY THE NUMBER
OF THE HOUR. SO, IF IT'S THREE O'CLOCK, YOU SAY “SoN LAS TReS.” IF IT's SEVEN o'cLock, IT's “Son LAS SIETE.” THIS
APPLIES TO ALL HOURS FROM TWO TO TWELVE.

LET’'S LOOK AT A FEW MORE EXAMPLES TO SOLIDIFY THIS CONCEPT. IF YOU WANT TO SAY IT'S TEN O'CLOCK, YOU'D SAY
“SoN LAs DIEz.” IF IT'S MIDNIGHT, You'D SAY “ES MEDIANOCHE.” AND FOR NOON, IT'S “ES MEDIOD[] A.” THESE ARE SPECIAL
CASES, BUT THE GENERAL RULE FOR HOURS TWO THROUGH TWELVE REMAINS CONSISTENT: “SON LAS” PLUS THE HOUR NUMBER.
PRACTICING THESE BASIC HOUR EXPRESSIONS REGULARLY WILL BUILD A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR MORE COMPLEX TIME-TELLING.

THe 12-Hour vs. 24-Hour CLock

IN SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES, BOTH THE 12-HOUR AND 24-HOUR CLOCK SYSTEMS ARE COMMONLY USED, THOUGH THE 24-



HOUR SYSTEM IS PREVALENT IN OFFICIAL CONTEXTS, TRANSPORTATION SCHEDULES, AND EVEN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION,
ESPECIALLY IN WRITTEN FORM. \WHEN USING THE 12-HOUR CLOCK, IT'S OFTEN NECESSARY TO SPECIFY WHETHER IT'S IN THE
MORNING, AFTERNOON, OR EVENING TO AVOID AMBIGUITY. YOU ACHIEVE THIS BY ADDING PHRASES LIKE “DE LA MA[] ANA" (IN THE
MORNING), “DE LA TARDE” (IN THE AFTERNOON, TYPICALLY FROM NOON UNTIL SUNSET), AND “DE LA NOCHE” (IN THE
EVENING/NIGHT, FROM SUNSET UNTIL MIDNIGHT).

FOR INSTANCE, 3 PM woULD BE “SON LAS TRES DE LA TARDE,” AND 9 PM wouULD BE “SON LAS NUEVE DE LA NOCHE.”
CONVERSELY, THE 24-HOUR CLOCK IS SIMPLER AS IT DOESN'T REQUIRE THESE DISAMBIGUATING PHRASES. 3 PM Is “SoN LAS
QUINCE HORAS,” AND 9 PM IS “SON LAS VEINTIUNA HORAS.” UNDERSTANDING BOTH SYSTEMS IS VITAL FOR NAVIGATING
DIFFERENT SITUATIONS AND COMMUNICATION STYLES.

EXPRESSING MINUTES AND QUARTERS

ONCE YOU CAN TELL THE HOUR, THE NEXT STEP IS INCORPORATING MINUTES. IN SPANISH, YOU ADD THE MINUTES AFTER THE
HOUR, SEPARATED BY THE WORD “Y” (AND). FOR EXAMPLE, IF IT'S TEN PAST THREE, YOU SAY “SON LAS TRES Y DIEZ.” IF IT'S
TWENTY MINUTES TO FIVE, YOU'D SAY “SON LAS CINCO MENOS VEINTE.” THIS “MENOS” STRUCTURE IS INTRODUCED FOR
MINUTES PAST THE HALF-HOUR, WHICH WE'LL COVER NEXT.

FOR MINUTES THAT ARE MULTIPLES OF FIVE, YOU SIMPLY STATE THE NUMBER. SO, “SON LAS CUATRO Y CINCO” 15 4:05, AND
1 1 /
“SON LAS SEIS Y VEINTICINCO” IS 6:25. WHEN IT COMES TO QUARTERS, SPANISH HAS SPECIFIC TERMS THAT MAKE IT VERY
/
CONVENIENT. A QUARTER PAST THE HOUR IS Y CUARTO,” AND A QUARTER TO THE HOUR IS “MENOS CUARTO.” FOR EXAMPLE,
1:151s “ES LA UNA Y CUARTO,” AND 7:45 Is “SON LAS OCHO MENOS CUARTO.” THESE SHORTCUTS ARE WIDELY USED AND
MAKE EXPRESSING TIME MUCH MORE FLUID.

"CuarTo” AND “MEDIA” IN TIME TELLING

THe TERMS “CUARTO” (QUARTER) AND “MEDIA” (HALF) ARE INDISPENSABLE FOR EXPRESSING TIME EFFICIENTLY IN SPANISH. Y
CUARTO” SIGNIFIES 15 MINUTES PAST THE HOUR, MAKING “SON LAS DOS Y CUARTO” EQUIVALENT TO 2:15. SIMILARLY,
“MENOS CUARTO"” INDICATES 15 MINUTES BEFORE THE NEXT HOUR, SO “SON LAS NUEVE MENOS CUARTO" MEANS 8:45.

THE WORD “MEDIA” IS USED FOR THE HALF-HOUR MARK. INSTEAD OF SAYING “Y TREINTA” (AND THIRTY), SPANISH SPEAKERS
GENERALLY PREFER TO USE Y MeDIA.” So, 3:30 1S “SON LAS TRES Y MEDIA.” THIS IS A VERY COMMON AND ESSENTIAL
EXPRESSION TO LEARN. MASTERING THESE SPECIFIC TERMS, “Y CUARTO,” “MENOS CUARTO,” AND “Y MEDIA,” WILL
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE TIME ACCURATELY AND NATURALLY.

HANDLING HALF-HOURS AND BEYOND

AS MENTIONED, THE HALF-HOUR MARK IS EXPRESSED USING “Y MeDIA.” So, 5:30 1S “SoN LAS CINCO Y MEDIA.” THIS IS A KEY
PHRASE THAT SIMPLIFIES EXPRESSIONS AND MAKES THEM SOUND MORE NATIVE. NOW, LET'S CONSIDER TIMES THAT ARE PAST THE
HALF-HOUR. W/HILE YOU COULD TECHNICALLY KEEP ADDING MINUTES WITH “Y” (£.G., “SON LAS CUATRO ¥ CUARENTA" FOR
4:40), 1T'S MORE COMMON AND OFTEN CLEARER TO COUNT DOWN TO THE NEXT HOUR USING “MENOS.”

FOR EXAMPLE, INSTEAD OF SAYING “SON LAS CUATRO Y CUARENTA” (4:40), IT'S MORE IDIOMATIC TO SAY “SON LAS CINCO
MENOS VEINTE” (TWENTY MINUTES TO FIVE). THIS METHOD IS USED FOR ANY TIME PAST THE HALF-HOUR. SO, 7:50, WHICH IS
10 MINUTES Berore 8:00, woULD BE “SON LAS OCHO MENOS DIEZ.” THIS “MENOS” CONSTRUCTION IS CRUCIAL FOR MASTERING
MORE ADVANCED TIME EXPRESSIONS AND MAKES YOUR SPANISH SOUND MORE NATURAL.

e 1:45 = Es LA DOS MENOS CUARTO



2:30 = SON LAS DOS Y MEDIA

3:55 = SON LAS CUATRO MENOS CINCO

10:20 = SON LAS DIEZ Y VEINTE

17:40 = SON LAS DOCE MENOS VEINTE

ASKING AND ANSWERING TIME QUESTIONS IN SPANISH

THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION TO ASK “WHAT TIME IS IT?” IN SPANISH IS “dQU[] HORA ESP”. THIS IS A STRAIGHTFORWARD
PHRASE THAT YOU'LL HEAR AND USE FREQUENTLY. W/HEN SOMEONE ASKS YOU THIS QUESTION, YOU'LL RESPOND USING THE
STRUCTURES WE'VE DISCUSSED EARLIER, STARTING WITH “ES LA UNA” OR “SoN LAS [HOUR].” FOR EXAMPLE, IF IT's 6:10,
YoU'D ANSWER “SoN LAS SEIS Y DIEZ.”

\WHEN ASKING ABOUT SPECIFIC TIMES OR APPOINTMENTS, YOU MIGHT USE VARIATIONS. FOR INSTANCE, “dA QUE] HORA ES LA
REUNIP] NP TRANSLATES TO “AT WHAT TIME IS THE MEETING?” THE ANSWER WOULD THEN INCLUDE “LA REUNIP] NES A LAS..."
FOLLOWED BY THE SPECIFIC TIME. FOR EXAMPLE, “LA REUNIF] NES A LAS NUEVE Y MEDIA.” THIS SHOWS HOW TIME EXPRESSIONS
ARE INTEGRATED INTO EVERYDAY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

'’

CoMMoN TIME-RELATED QUESTIONS

BEYOND SIMPLY ASKING “\WHAT TIME IS IT?”, SPANISH SPEAKERS COMMONLY ASK OTHER TIME-RELATED QUESTIONS.
UNDERSTANDING THESE WILL ENHANCE YOUR CONVERSATIONAL ABILITIES. ONE USEFUL QUESTION IS “dTIENES HORA?" WHICH
LITERALLY MEANS “DO YOU HAVE TIME?” BUT IS OFTEN USED COLLOQUIALLY TO ASk “DO YOU HAVE THE TIMEP” (MEANING,
CAN YOU TELL ME THE TIME?). THE ANSWER WOULD BE A STRAIGHTFORWARD TIME STATEMENT.

ANOTHER COMMON QUERY IS ABOUT THE DURATION OF SOMETHING. FOR EXAMPLE, “éCUP] NTO TIEMPO TARDA?” MEANS “How
LONG DOES IT TAKE?” THIS IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING SCHEDULES AND TRAVEL TIMES. YOU MIGHT ALSO ASK ABOUT
SCHEDULES, SUCH AS “"éCU[R] L ES EL HORARIO?” (\WHAT IS THE SCHEDULE?) OR “dA QUP] HORA ABRE/CIERRA?” (AT WHAT
TIME DOES IT OPEN/CLOSE?). THESE QUESTIONS DEMONSTRATE THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF TELLING TIME IN REAL-WORLD
SCENARIOS.

CoMMON PITFALLS AND How To AvolD THEM

ONE OF THE MOST FREQUENT ERRORS LEARNERS MAKE IS CONFUSING “ES” AND “soN.” REMEMBER, “ES LA UNA” FOR ONE
o'cLock, AND “SON LAS” FOR ALL OTHER HOURS. THIS IS A GRAMMATICAL RULE TIED TO THE SINGULAR AND PLURAL FORMS OF
“HorA.” ANOTHER COMMON MISTAKE IS FORGETTING THE DEFINITE ARTICLES “LA” AND “LAS.” YOU MUST ALWAYS INCLUDE
THEM BEFORE THE HOUR NUMBER (EXCEPT FOR “UNA").

MISUNDERSTANDING “MENOS” IS ALSO A FREQUENT PITFALL. “MENOS” IS USED TO COUNT DOWN TO THE NEXT HOUR, NOT TO
STATE MINUTES PAST THE HOUR. FOR EXAMPLE, 4:40 IS NOT “SON LAS CUATRO MENOS CUARENTA”: IT's “SON LAS CINCO
MENOS VEINTE.” FINALLY, REMEMBER TO USE Y CUARTO” FOR 15 MINUTES PAST AND “MENOS CUARTO" FOR 15 MINUTES TO.
USING “Y QUINCE” OR “MENOS QUINCE” IS UNDERSTOOD, BUT LESS IDIOMATIC. CONSISTENT PRACTICE AND CAREFUL ATTENTION
TO THESE DETAILS WILL HELP YOU AVOID THESE COMMON ERRORS.



PRACTICING WITH AM/PM EQUIVALENTS

TO TRULY MASTER SPANISH TIME TELLING, IT'S CRUCIAL TO PRACTICE DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN AM AND PM EQUIVALENTS
ACCURATELY. AS WE TOUCHED UPON, “DE LA MA[P] ANA” IS FOR THE MORNING HOURS (ROUGHLY UNTIL NOON), “DE LA TARDE”
FOR THE AFTERNOON (FROM NOON UNTIL DUSK), AND “DE LA NOCHE” FOR THE EVENING AND NIGHT (FROM DUSK UNTIL MIDNIGHT).
\W/HEN USING THE 12-HOUR CLOCK, ALWAYS APPEND THE APPROPRIATE PHRASE TO AVOID CONFUSION.

For EXAMPLE, 9 AM Is “SON LAS NUEVE DE LA MA[F] ANA,” WHEREAS 9 PM Is “SON LAS NUEVE DE LA NOCHE.” SIMILARLY, 1
PM s “Es LA UNA DE LA TARDE,” AND 1 AM s “Es LA UNA DE LA MA[]] ANA.” THE 24-HOUR CLOCK SIMPLIFIES THIS, BUT
UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT AND WHEN TO USE “DE LA MA[P] ANA,” “DE LA TARDE,” AND “DE LA NOCHE” IS ESSENTIAL FOR
CONVERSATIONAL FLUENCY. REGULARLY TESTING YOURSELF ON CONVERTING TIMES BETWEEN THE 12-HOUR AND 24-HOUR
FORMATS, AND WITH AND WITHOUT THESE TIME-OF-DAY PHRASES, IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: PRACTICE SCENARIOS

LET'S CONSOLIDATE YOUR LEARNING WITH SOME PRACTICAL SCENARIOS. IMAGINE YOU NEED TO MEET A FRIEND AT 2:30 PM.
You wouLD SAY: “NOS VEMOS A LAS DOS Y MEDIA DE LA TARDE.” [F YOUR SPANISH CLASS STARTS AT 7:15 AM, you'd
NOTE: “LA CLASE EMPIEZA A LAS SIETE Y CUARTO DE LA MAP] ANA.” UNDERSTANDING THESE REAL-LIFE APPLICATIONS IS KEY TO
INTERNALIZING THE RULES.

CONSIDER TRAVEL. A TRAIN DEPARTING AT 11:50 AM WoULD BE INDICATED AS: “EL TREN SALE A LAS DOCE MENOS DIEZ DE LA
MAR] ANA.” IF YOU NEED TO BE AT THE AIRPORT BY 4:00 PM, YOU'D AIM TO ARRIVE “A LAS CUATRO DE LA TARDE.” THESE
EXAMPLES ILLUSTRATE HOW NATIVE SPEAKERS SEAMLESSLY INTEGRATE TIME EXPRESSIONS INTO DAILY CONVERSATIONS, MAKING
IT A NATURAL AND ESSENTIAL PART OF COMMUNICATION.

SELF-ASSESSMENT AND FURTHER PRACTICE

THE BEST WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR SPANISH TELLING TIME SKILLS IS THROUGH CONSISTENT PRACTICE. UTILIZE ONLINE
RESOURCES, LANGUAGE EXCHANGE PARTNERS, OR EVEN CREATE YOUR OWN PRACTICE QUIZZES. TRY LOOKING AT A CLOCK
(DIGITAL OR ANALOG) AND SAYING THE TIME ALOUD IN SPANISH. THEN, TRY TO WRITE IT DOWN. CHALLENGE YOURSELF BY
CONVERTING TIMES BETWEEN THE 12-HOUR AND 24-HOUR FORMATS.

CONSIDER CREATING FLASHCARDS WITH TIMES ON ONE SIDE AND THEIR SPANISH EXPRESSION ON THE OTHER. DON'T BE AFRAID TO
MAKE MISTAKES; THEY ARE A NATURAL PART OF THE LEARNING PROCESS. THE MORE YOU ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH THE LANGUAGE
AND PRACTICE THESE SPECIFIC TIME-TELLING STRUCTURES, THE MORE CONFIDENT AND ACCURATE YOU WILL BECOME. REMEMBER,
EVERY MINUTE SPENT PRACTICING IS A MINUTE CLOSER TO FLUENCY!

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST COMMON WAY TO ASK “WHAT TIME IS IT?” IN SPANISH?

A: THE MOST COMMON AND DIRECT WAY TO ASK “WHAT TIME IS IT?” IN SPANISH IS “¢QUE]  HORrA ES?”.

Q: How po | sAY “IT's oNE o'cLock” IN SPANISH?

A: You say “Es LA UNA.” REMEMBER TO USE “ES” AND “LA” SPECIFICALLY FOR ONE O'CLOCK.



Q: WHeN DO | USE “soN LAS” VERSUS “ES LA” WHEN TELLING TIME IN SPANISH?

. " " / " " " "
A: You Ust “es LA” ONLY FOr ONE o'cLock (“ES LA UNA™). FOR ALL OTHER HOURS (2 THROUGH 12), YOU USE “SON LAS
(e.G., "Son LAS Dos,” “SoN LAS TRes”).

Q: How DO | EXPRESS QUARTER PAST AND QUARTER TO THE HOUR IN SPANISH?

A: QUARTER PAST THE HOUR IS EXPRESSED AS Y CUARTO” (E.G., “SON LAS CINCO Y CUARTO” FOR 5:15). QUARTER TO THE
HOUR IS EXPRESSED AS “MENOS CUARTO” (E.G., “SON LAS SIETE MENOS CUARTO” FOR 6:45).

Q: WHAT IS THE SPANISH EQUIVALENT FOR “HALF PAST” or “30 MINUTES PAST"?

A: THE STANDARD WAY TO SAY “HALF PAST” IN SPANISH IS “y MeEDIA” (E.G., “SoN LAS DIEz ¥ MEDIA” For 10:30).

Q: How po | sPECIFY AM AND PM IN SPANISH WHEN USING THE 12-HOUR CLOCK?

A: You AbD “DE LA MAF] ANA” FOrR AM (MORNING), “DE LA TARDE” FOR PM (AFTERNOON), AND “DE LA NOCHE” FOR PM
i 7/
(EVENING/NIGHT ). FOR EXAMPLE, “SON LAS TRES DE LA TARDE” (3 PM) AND “SON LAS TRES DE LA MAR] ANA” (3 AM).

Q: Is IT COMMON TO USE THE 24-HOUR CLOCK IN SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES?

A: YES, THE 24-HOUR CLOCK IS VERY COMMON, ESPECIALLY IN OFFICIAL CONTEXTS, TIMETABLES, AND WRITTEN
COMMUNICATION. FOR INSTANCE, 3 PM WOULD BE “SON LAS QUINCE HORAS.”

Q: How po | sAY A TIME LIKE 4:40 PM IN SPANISH?

A: IT'S MORE COMMON TO COUNT DOWN TO THE NEXT HOUR. SO, 4:40 PM IS “SON LAS CINCO MENOS VEINTE DE LA TARDE”
(TWENTY MINUTES TO FIVE IN THE AFTERNOON).

Q: CAN | USE Y QUINCE” FOR 15 MINUTES PAST THE HOUR?

A: WHILE TECHNICALLY UNDERSTOOD, IT'S MUCH MORE IDIOMATIC AND COMMON TO USE “Y CUARTO” FOR 15 MINUTES PAST
THE HOUR. SIMILARLY, “MENOS CUARTO" IS PREFERRED OVER “MENOS QUINCE” FOR 15 MINUTES TO THE HOUR.

QZ \WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISTAKES SPANISH LEARNERS MAKE WHEN TELLING TIME?

A: COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE CONFUSING “ES LA” AND “SON LAS,” FORGETTING THE DEFINITE ARTICLES “LA” OR “LAS,”
MISUSING “MENOS,” AND NOT DIFFERENTIATING CORRECTLY BETWEEN AM/PM EXPRESSIONS LIKE “DE LA MAF] ANA,” “DE LA
TARDE,” AND "“DE LA NOCHE.”
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