the call of the wild quiz

The Call of the Wild Quiz: Test Your Knowledge of Jack London's Classic

the call of the wild quiz invites you to delve into the rugged, untamed world
of Jack London's enduring masterpiece. Whether you've recently embarked on
Buck's transformative journey or are a long-time admirer of this literary
classic, this quiz is designed to challenge your understanding of the novel's
intricate plot, memorable characters, and profound themes. We'll explore
Buck's evolution from a pampered pet to a fierce sled dog, his encounters
with the harsh realities of the Yukon, and his ultimate answer to the primal
instincts stirring within him. Prepare to be tested on key events,
significant figures, and the underlying messages that make "The Call of the
Wild" a timeless tale of survival, adaptation, and the wild spirit.
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Understanding "The Call of the Wild"

Jack London's "The Call of the Wild" is more than just a story about a dog;
it's a powerful exploration of nature versus nurture, instinct versus
domestication, and the raw power of ancestral memory. Published in 1903, the
novel was an immediate success and has remained a staple in literature
courses and popular reading lists ever since. Its enduring appeal lies in its
vivid portrayal of a wild, unforgiving landscape and the profound
psychological transformation of its protagonist, Buck.

The narrative 1is set against the backdrop of the Klondike Gold Rush, a period
of intense human ambition and struggle, which serves as a perfect stage for
Buck's descent into his wilder nature. The story meticulously details how
external pressures and inherent instincts work in tandem to strip away Buck's
domesticated veneer, revealing the primal wolf that lies dormant within him.
This metamorphosis is not merely physical but deeply psychological, driven by
the harsh realities of survival and the magnetic pull of his ancestors'
heritage.

Buck's Journey: From Civilization to Savagery

Buck's transformation is the central arc of "The Call of the Wild." He begins
his journey as a pampered, well-bred St. Bernard-Scotch Collie mix living a
life of comfort in sunny Santa Clara Valley, California. His world is one of
ease, obedience, and affection, far removed from any hint of the wildness
that will eventually consume him. This peaceful existence is brutally
shattered when he is stolen and sold into the life of a sled dog in the



Yukon.

The initial shock of this new life is immense. Buck must quickly learn the
"law of club and fang" to survive. He witnesses brutality, cruelty, and the
relentless struggle for dominance among the other dogs. His initial attempts
at civilized behavior are met with harsh lessons, forcing him to adapt or
perish. This period is characterized by his learning the complex dynamics of
the sled team, the importance of food, and the sheer physical exertion
required to pull a sled through snow and ice.

The Impact of Domestication and Wildness

London masterfully illustrates the tension between Buck's domesticated
upbringing and the resurfacing of his wild instincts. At first, he yearns for
the familiar comforts of his old life, but the Yukon environment and the
constant threat of death push him to tap into something deeper. He begins to
remember, however faintly, the ways of his wild ancestors. His senses
sharpen, his strength increases, and his capacity for violence and cunning
grows.

This internal conflict is not a simple switch from good to bad. Rather, it's
a gradual awakening. Buck's intelligence, honed by domestication, becomes a
powerful tool in his struggle for survival in the wild. He learns to
anticipate danger, to strategize, and to use his strength and ferocity
effectively. The call of the wild isn't just about succumbing to instinct;
it's about recognizing and embracing a part of himself that was always
present, waiting for the right circumstances to emerge.

Key Encounters and Turning Points

Several key encounters mark Buck's journey towards his wilder nature. His
first experience with the "man with the red sweater" and the club is a brutal
lesson in the new order of things. The rivalry and eventual dominance he
asserts over other dogs, particularly the Scottish shepherd Spitz, are
crucial steps in his ascent. Spitz represents the domesticated dog corrupted
by the wild, while Buck embodies the wild spirit fully realized.

Perhaps the most significant relationship Buck forms is with John Thornton.
Thornton represents a turning point where Buck experiences true love and
loyalty, a counterpoint to the harshness he has faced. Yet, even with
Thornton, the call of the wild is persistent, beckoning him with the howls of
his wolf brethren. The novel suggests that while love and loyalty can coexist
with wildness, the ancestral call is an irresistible force.

Key Characters and Their Roles

"The Call of the Wild" is populated by a cast of characters, both human and
canine, who profoundly influence Buck's journey. Each character serves to
illuminate different facets of Buck's development and the harsh realities of
the Yukon.



Buck: The Protagonist's Evolution

As the central figure, Buck's character arc is the primary focus. His
evolution from a civilized pet to a near-wild creature is depicted with
immense detail and emotional resonance. His intelligence, adaptability, and
innate strength are tested and honed throughout the novel. He is the
embodiment of nature's power and the enduring legacy of the wild.

John Thornton: The Symbol of Love and Loyalty

John Thornton is the final human master Buck encounters. Unlike previous
owners who were either cruel or indifferent, Thornton treats Buck with
genuine affection and respect. This relationship becomes a powerful anchor
for Buck, allowing him to experience a deep sense of loyalty and love.
Thornton's kindness provides a temporary respite from the brutality of Buck's
life, but it doesn't extinguish the primal call.

Spitz: The Archetype of the Wild Dog

Spitz, the Scotch shepherd, is Buck's primary antagonist for much of the
novel. He is cunning, cruel, and an expert at survival in the Yukon. Spitz
represents the dog that has fully embraced its wild nature and the law of the
fang. His eventual defeat at the paws of Buck is a pivotal moment, signifying
Buck's rise to dominance and his complete acceptance of his own wild
potential.

Other Notable Humans

Various human characters, from the original thieves like Manuel to the
various prospectors Buck serves, play significant roles in shaping his
experiences. These characters often represent the greed, ambition, and
sometimes, the indifference of humanity in the face of the wild. Their
actions directly contribute to Buck's disillusionment with civilization and
his increasing reliance on his own instincts.

Themes and Symbolism Explored

Jack London masterfully weaves a tapestry of themes and symbols throughout
"The Call of the Wild," making it a work of considerable literary depth.

Nature Versus Nurture

This is arguably the most prominent theme. The novel constantly questions
whether an individual's destiny is determined by their environment and
experiences (nurture) or by their innate biological predispositions (nature).



Buck's journey strongly suggests that while nurture can shape behavior, the
primal, ancestral instincts of nature are incredibly powerful and can
ultimately resurface.

The Law of Club and Fang

This phrase encapsulates the brutal reality of survival in the Yukon. It
signifies that in this unforgiving environment, might makes right, and only
the strongest and most ruthless will endure. Buck's education in this law is
a painful but necessary part of his transformation, forcing him to shed his
civilized sensibilities and embrace his primal instincts.

Ancestral Memory and Primal Instincts

London uses the concept of ancestral memory to explain Buck's growing
connection to the wild. He posits that Buck inherits deep-seated instincts
and urges from his wolf ancestors, which are awakened by his experiences. The
"call of the wild" itself is a manifestation of this primal urge, a longing
for a life dictated by instinct and freedom.

Civilization Versus the Wild

The novel presents a stark contrast between the perceived comforts and
constraints of civilization and the raw freedom and danger of the wild.
Buck's journey is a rejection of the former and an embrace of the latter. The
wild is depicted not just as brutal but also as pure, honest, and ultimately,
more authentic to Buck's true nature.

The Setting: A Crucial Element

The setting of "The Call of the Wild" is not merely a backdrop; it is an
active participant in shaping the narrative and Buck's transformation.

The Klondike Gold Rush

The historical context of the Klondike Gold Rush is vital. It created a
desperate and competitive environment where survival was paramount. The
influx of humans seeking fortune brought with them the need for strong sled
dogs, thus thrusting Buck into the very circumstances that would trigger his
transformation. The relentless pursuit of gold mirrors the primal pursuit of
survival that Buck also engages in.



The Harsh Yukon Landscape

The frozen, snow-covered, and often treacherous landscape of the Yukon is
described with vivid sensory detail. It is a place of immense beauty and
deadly peril. The extreme conditions demand resilience, strength, and
cunning, qualities that Buck must develop to survive. The physical challenges
of the terrain directly contribute to Buck's physical and psychological
evolution.

"The Call of the Wild" Quiz Questions

Are you ready to test your knowledge of Jack London's iconic novel? These
questions will probe your understanding of Buck's journey, the characters he
encounters, and the underlying themes of "The Call of the wWild."

1. What breed of dog is Buck at the beginning of the novel?

2. Where does Buck live before he is stolen?

3. Who is Buck's first abductor?

4. What is the significance of the "man with the red sweater"?

5. Who is the dominant dog that Buck eventually defeats?

6. What is the name of the prospector who shows Buck kindness and love?
7. What famous phrase describes the law of survival in the Yukon?

8. What does Buck hear that calls to his primal instincts?

9. What is the ultimate fate of John Thornton?

10. What animal does Buck ultimately join at the end of the novel?

Answering the Call: Reflecting on the Novel

"The Call of the Wild" is a powerful testament to the enduring strength of
the wild spirit within all creatures, even those seemingly lost to
domestication. Buck's journey is a compelling reminder of our deep connection
to the natural world and the primal forces that have shaped us. The quiz is
just the beginning of a deeper appreciation for this classic tale of
survival, adaptation, and the irresistible call of ancestral heritage.

Whether you aced the quiz or learned something new, revisiting Buck's story
offers continuous insights into the human condition and our place within the
grand tapestry of nature. The themes of survival, instinct, and the struggle
between civilization and the wild resonate just as powerfully today as they
did over a century ago.



FAQ

Q: What is the main message of "The Call of the
wWild"?

A: The main message of "The Call of the Wild" revolves around the concept of
nature versus nurture, arguing that primal instincts and ancestral heritage
are incredibly powerful forces that can ultimately overcome domestication and
societal conditioning. It's about the irresistible pull of the wild and the
transformation that occurs when an individual embraces their true, innate
nature.

Q: Why was Buck stolen in "The Call of the Wild"?

A: Buck was stolen to be sold as a sled dog in the Yukon during the Klondike
Gold Rush. The demand for strong dogs to haul supplies and equipment in the
harsh northern territory made stolen pets and stray dogs valuable
commodities.

Q: What does "the law of club and fang" mean in the
novel?

A: "The law of club and fang" refers to the brutal, Darwinian principle of
survival that governs the Yukon. It means that only the strongest, most
cunning, and most ruthless individuals (dogs and humans alike) will survive.
Physical strength, aggression, and the willingness to use violence are the
primary means of establishing dominance and ensuring survival.

Q: How does Buck's relationship with John Thornton
differ from his previous owners?

A: Buck's relationship with John Thornton is characterized by genuine love,
loyalty, and mutual respect. Unlike his previous owners, who viewed him as a
tool or a commodity, Thornton treats Buck with kindness, affection, and
admiration. This deep bond represents the peak of Buck's connection to
humanity but also highlights the internal conflict he experiences with the
call of the wild.

Q: What triggers Buck's transformation from a
domesticated dog to a wild creature?

A: Buck's transformation is triggered by a combination of factors: his
abduction and forced entry into the brutal world of sled dogs, the harsh
environment of the Yukon, the constant struggle for survival, and the
reawakening of his primal instincts. The absence of his former civilized life
and the ever-present danger compel him to tap into the latent wildness within
him.

Q: What are some of the key themes explored in "The



Call of the Wild"?

A: Key themes in "The Call of the Wild" include nature versus nurture, the
law of survival, ancestral memory, the conflict between civilization and the
wild, loyalty, and the search for freedom and belonging.

Q: Does Buck ever fully become a wolf?

A: While Buck ultimately joins a wolf pack and becomes a legendary figure
among them, he never fully becomes a domesticated animal again. He embodies a
bridge between the wild and a lingering, if subdued, connection to his past.
He retains his intelligence and cunning, honed by his human experiences,
which makes him a unique and powerful member of the wolf pack.

Q: What is the significance of the ending of "The
Call of the wWild"?

A: The ending signifies Buck's complete surrender to his ancestral call and
his integration into the wild. It represents a triumph of nature over
nurture, suggesting that some instincts are too powerful to be suppressed.
Buck finds his true home and purpose in the wild, becoming a creature of
legend.
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