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The Great Gatsby Quiz Chapter 2: Unpacking the Valley of Ashes and Myrtle
Wilson

the great gatsby quiz chapter 2 delves into a pivotal moment in F. Scott
Fitzgerald's classic novel, exploring the stark contrast between the opulent
lifestyles of the wealthy and the desolate reality of the working class. This
section of The Great Gatsby introduces us to the "valley of ashes," a grim
industrial wasteland, and the unforgettable character of Myrtle Wilson, the
mistress of Tom Buchanan. A thorough understanding of Chapter 2 is crucial
for anyone preparing for a Gatsby quiz, as it lays the groundwork for themes
of social inequality, moral decay, and the corrupting influence of wealth.
This article will provide an in-depth look at the key elements of Chapter 2,
offering insights and details that will undoubtedly help you ace any Great
Gatsby quiz focused on this chapter. We'll examine the symbolism of the
setting, the complex dynamics between the characters, and the significant
plot developments that occur, making it an indispensable resource for
students and literature enthusiasts alike.
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The Desolate Setting of the Valley of Ashes

The Visual and Emotional Landscape

Chapter 2 of The Great Gatsby paints a hauntingly vivid picture of the
"valley of ashes," a desolate industrial wasteland situated between the West
Egg and New York City. This is not merely a backdrop; it's a potent symbol of
the moral and social decay that underpins the Roaring Twenties. Imagine a
place perpetually shrouded in a gray, dusty haze, where the air itself seems
thick with the refuse of industry and forgotten dreams. The description
Fitzgerald provides is stark and unflinching: "a fantastic farm where ashes
grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens; where ashes take
the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and, finally, with a
transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the
powdery air." This imagery immediately contrasts with the glittering wealth
of Gatsby's parties and the manicured lawns of West Egg, highlighting the
stark economic and social divide in America at the time. The very essence of
this place is one of neglect and hopelessness, a stark reminder of the unseen



labor and waste that fuels the extravagant lifestyles of the wealthy.

The Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg

Dominating this bleak landscape is the colossal billboard featuring the eyes
of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg. These disembodied eyes, staring out from enormous
spectacles, are perhaps the most enduring symbol of the valley of ashes. They
are described as "blue and gigantic—their retinas are one yard high. They
look out of no face, but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles
which frame the whole head." Their omnipresent gaze seems to watch over the
proceedings, a silent, indifferent observer to the moral bankruptcy unfolding
below. For many readers and scholars, these eyes represent a lost sense of
divine judgment or a moral compass that has long since faded from the world.
In the context of a Great Gatsby quiz chapter 2, understanding the symbolic
weight of Eckleburg's eyes is paramount. They serve as a constant, unsettling
presence, a reminder of a higher power or a forgotten moral order that is
absent in the materialist pursuit of the era.

Introduction to Myrtle Wilson and Her
Personality

Myrtle Wilson: A Woman of Ambition and Frustration

Myrtle Wilson is far from a passive victim of her circumstances; she is a
woman driven by a potent mix of ambition, dissatisfaction, and a desperate
desire for a life beyond the dusty confines of her existence. Introduced in
Chapter 2, she is married to George B. Wilson, the owner of a rundown garage
in the valley of ashes. However, Myrtle is clearly not in love with her
husband, whom she views with contempt, referring to him as a "blond,
spiritless man, anaemic, and faintly handsome." Her vitality and her
aspirations stand in stark contrast to George's passive demeanor. Myrtle
craves the luxury and social standing she sees from afar, particularly
through her affair with the wealthy and powerful Tom Buchanan. She uses gaudy
fashion and exaggerated mannerisms to project an image of sophistication she
doesn't quite possess, a desperate attempt to mimic the upper class she so
desperately wishes to join.

Myrtle's Social Aspirations and Flaws

Myrtle's personality is a complex tapestry of longing and desperation. She is
characterized by her sensuousness, her sharp tongue, and a certain vulgarity
that both repels and fascinates. When Tom visits her apartment in New York,
she undergoes a dramatic transformation, donning a new dress and attempting
to adopt the airs of a society woman. However, her efforts often fall short,



revealing her underlying insecurity and her lack of true refinement. She is a
woman who believes that material possessions and social connections are the
keys to happiness and fulfillment, a belief that ultimately proves to be her
undoing. Her interactions with Tom reveal her as both a lover and a pawn, a
woman who mistakes Tom's attention and gifts for genuine affection or a
pathway to a better life. Understanding Myrtle's motivations and her
superficiality is key to grasping the social commentary Fitzgerald is making
in this chapter of The Great Gatsby.

The Complex Relationship Between Tom Buchanan
and Myrtle Wilson

An Affair Fueled by Dissatisfaction and Power

The affair between Tom Buchanan and Myrtle Wilson is a central element of
Chapter 2, illustrating the moral complexities and hypocrisies of the
characters. Tom, a man of immense wealth and privilege, engages in this
illicit relationship not out of deep affection, but as a means of asserting
his power and fulfilling his desires outside the confines of his marriage to
Daisy. Myrtle, on the other hand, sees Tom as an escape route from her dreary
life in the valley of ashes. She is drawn to his wealth, his confidence, and
the glimpse he offers into a world of luxury and excitement. Their
relationship is transactional at its core, built on mutual dissatisfaction
and a shared desire for something more, albeit for vastly different reasons.
This clandestine affair highlights Tom's arrogance and his sense of
entitlement, as he carelessly juggles his social responsibilities with his
extracurricular pursuits.

The Power Dynamics and Underlying Tensions

The power dynamics within Tom and Myrtle's relationship are starkly evident.
Tom holds all the cards; he can dictate the terms of their meetings and
control the narrative. He buys Myrtle expensive gifts, such as a puppy and a
new dress, which she cherishes as symbols of their supposed affection.
However, these gestures are more about Tom's ability to possess and control
than genuine romantic intent. Myrtle, desperate to be seen as Tom's equal,
often oversteps her bounds, leading to volatile confrontations. A prime
example of this tension is when Myrtle mockingly repeats Daisy's name,
prompting Tom to physically assault her. This violent act underscores the
precariousness of Myrtle's position and the ultimate power Tom wields over
her. A Great Gatsby quiz chapter 2 would certainly test your understanding of
these fraught interactions.



The Apartment Party in New York City

A Glimpse into a World of Superficiality

The scene shifts to a small apartment in New York City, rented by Tom for his
illicit rendezvous with Myrtle. This setting serves as a microcosm of the
superficiality and moral emptiness that pervades the era. The apartment is
gaudy and over-decorated, a reflection of Tom's taste and Myrtle's
aspirations to appear more sophisticated than she is. The gathering is a
motley crew of acquaintances, all seemingly brought together by a shared
sense of aimlessness and a desire for escapism. The conversation is often
trivial, punctuated by excessive drinking and a general lack of genuine
connection. This party scene is crucial for understanding the social fabric
that Fitzgerald is critiquing, showing how wealth can foster a sense of
detachment from reality and genuine human feeling.

The Role of Alcohol and Rising Tensions

Alcohol plays a significant role in the proceedings, fueling the increasingly
erratic behavior of the partygoers. As the evening progresses and the drinks
flow, inhibitions begin to dissolve, leading to more open displays of
vulgarity and aggression. Catherine, Myrtle's sister, and the McKees, a
couple from downstairs, are among the guests, each adding to the chaotic
atmosphere. Catherine, with her dyed blonde hair and a judgmental demeanor,
represents a different facet of the working class trying to emulate the
wealthy. Mr. McKee, a photographer, is largely oblivious to the underlying
tensions, while Mrs. McKee is more perceptive but equally trapped in her own
social limitations. The constant toasting and boasting highlight the shallow
nature of their interactions, with the simmering animosity between Tom and
Myrtle eventually boiling over, leading to the violent climax of the chapter.

Symbolism and Thematic Elements Within Chapter
2

The Valley of Ashes as a Symbol of Social
Stratification

The valley of ashes is arguably the most potent symbol in Chapter 2. It
represents the forgotten underbelly of the American Dream, the industrial
wasteland created by the relentless pursuit of wealth and progress. It is
where the consequences of the opulent lifestyles of the rich are literally
dumped. This setting powerfully symbolizes the stark social stratification of
the 1920s, where the divide between the haves and have-nots is as vast and



desolate as the landscape itself. It is a place of perpetual grayness, devoid
of hope and beauty, mirroring the moral decay that Fitzgerald sees infecting
the American psyche. The forgotten laborers who toil in this environment are
the unseen foundation upon which the extravagant lives of characters like Tom
and Daisy are built.

The Corruption of the American Dream

Chapter 2 provides a stark illustration of the corruption of the American
Dream. While the wealthy characters like Tom pursue pleasure and power with
impunity, characters like Myrtle are trapped in a cycle of poverty and
desperation, their dreams warped by the allure of material success. Myrtle's
misguided ambition, her desire to escape her circumstances through an affair
with a married man, is a tragic perversion of the ideals of hard work and
self-improvement. The valley of ashes itself is a symbol of this corrupted
dream, a place where the byproduct of ambition is decay and neglect. The
omnipresent eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg, perhaps once a symbol of divine
oversight or moral guidance, now stare down on a world that has largely
abandoned such principles in favor of materialism and indulgence.

Key Quotes and Their Significance for a Great
Gatsby Quiz

"a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into
ridges and hills and grotesque gardens"

This descriptive quote, characterizing the valley of ashes, is essential for
understanding the novel's setting and its symbolic meaning. It immediately
conjures an image of a place that is unnatural and desolate, where even the
very concept of growth and cultivation is twisted into something monstrous.
For a Great Gatsby quiz chapter 2, being able to recall and interpret this
description can demonstrate a deep understanding of Fitzgerald's use of
imagery to convey social commentary.

"‘I married him because I thought he was a
gentleman,’ she said finally. ‘I thought he knew
something about breeding, but he wasn’t fit to lick
my shoe.’"

This quote, spoken by Myrtle Wilson about her husband George, reveals her
profound dissatisfaction with her life and her contempt for her social
standing. It highlights her ambition and her desire for a more elevated



existence, setting the stage for her affair with Tom. Understanding the
motivations behind this statement is crucial for analyzing Myrtle's character
and her role in the narrative.

"‘You want too much,’ said old Wilson. ‘Get that
idea out of your head.’"

This brief but poignant exchange between Myrtle and George underscores the
fundamental disconnect between them and the bleak reality of their lives.
George's pragmatic, albeit resigned, outlook clashes with Myrtle's insatiable
desires. This quote encapsulates the theme of unfulfilled aspirations and the
suffocating nature of their environment, making it a vital piece of evidence
for any Great Gatsby quiz focusing on chapter 2.

This deep dive into the second chapter of The Great Gatsby has illuminated
its critical importance in setting the stage for the novel's unfolding drama.
By dissecting the symbolic landscape of the valley of ashes, the multifaceted
character of Myrtle Wilson, the illicit affair with Tom Buchanan, and the
superficial gathering in New York, we have gained a comprehensive
understanding of the themes Fitzgerald masterfully weaves into this section.
Whether you're studying for an exam, preparing for a literary discussion, or
simply seeking a richer appreciation of this iconic work, this exploration of
The Great Gatsby quiz chapter 2 content should prove invaluable. The novel's
enduring power lies in its ability to expose the darker undercurrents of
society, and Chapter 2 serves as a powerful and unforgettable testament to
that enduring truth.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary symbolic meaning of the
valley of ashes in The Great Gatsby?

A: The valley of ashes primarily symbolizes the moral and social decay that
underlies the glittering facade of the Roaring Twenties. It represents the
industrial wasteland and the forgotten underclass that fuels the wealth of
the elite, highlighting the stark social stratification and the corruption of
the American Dream.

Q: Who is Myrtle Wilson and what does she represent?

A: Myrtle Wilson is the wife of George Wilson and the mistress of Tom
Buchanan. She represents a desperate ambition to escape her circumstances and
join the upper class. Her character embodies the superficiality and
materialistic desires that Fitzgerald critiques, showing how the allure of
wealth can distort genuine aspirations.



Q: What is the significance of the eyes of Doctor
T.J. Eckleburg in Chapter 27

A: The eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are a powerful symbol of a lost moral
or divine oversight. Their omnipresent gaze over the valley of ashes suggests
a silent, indifferent witness to the moral bankruptcy and social decay of the
era, perhaps representing a faded sense of judgment or a forgotten spiritual
connection.

Q: How does the apartment party scene in Chapter 2
contribute to the novel's themes?

A: The apartment party scene in New York City exemplifies the superficiality,
moral emptiness, and escapism prevalent in the era. The gaudy apartment, the
trivial conversations, and the excessive drinking highlight the lack of
genuine connection among the characters and serve as a microcosm of the
broader social critique Fitzgerald is making.

Q: What does Tom's violent reaction to Myrtle saying
Daisy's name reveal?

A: Tom's violent assault on Myrtle when she taunts him with Daisy's name
reveals the volatile nature of their relationship, the power imbalance, and
Tom's possessiveness. It underscores that his affair with Myrtle is purely
for his own gratification and he is not willing to allow her to overstep her
perceived boundaries or challenge his established social hierarchy.

Q: How does Fitzgerald use the setting of the valley
of ashes to create contrast?

A: Fitzgerald uses the valley of ashes to create a stark contrast with the
opulent settings of West Egg and East Egg. The desolate, gray, industrial
landscape emphasizes the stark economic and social divisions in society,
highlighting the grim reality for the working class against the backdrop of
the wealthy's extravagant lifestyles.

Q: What is the role of alcohol in the events of
Chapter 27

A: Alcohol serves as a catalyst for loosened inhibitions and escalating
tensions during the apartment party. It fuels the superficial camaraderie and
the eventual outbursts of vulgarity and aggression, contributing to the
chaotic and morally ambiguous atmosphere of the scene.
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