VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER QUIZ ANSWERS

VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER QUIZ ANSWERS ARE CRUCIAL FOR ANYONE UNDERTAKING THE VITAL ROLE OF PROTECTING
CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. UNDERSTANDING THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS, REPORTING
PROCEDURES, AND LEGAL OBLIGATIONS IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF COMPLIANCE; IT'S A COMMITMENT TO SAFETY. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE AIMS TO DEMYSTIFY THE PROCESS, PROVIDING CLARITY ON WHAT TO EXPECT DURING YOUR MANDATED
REPORTER TRAINING AND THE TYPICAL QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER. W/E WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE RESPONSIBILITIES,
OUTLINE COMMON REPORTING SCENARIOS, AND HIGHLIGHT KEY LEGAL ASPECTS THAT FORM THE BASIS OF THE VIRGINIA
MANDATED REPORTER QUIZ. BY MASTERING THESE ELEMENTS, YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY FULFILL YOUR DUTY AND CONTRIBUTE TO A
SAFER VIRGINIA.
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR ROLE AS A VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER

IN \/IRGINIA, A MANDATED REPORTER IS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO, IN THEIR PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY, IS REQUIRED BY LAW TO
REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT TO THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. THIS DESIGNATION CARRIES SIGNIFICANT
RESPONSIBILITY AND IS DESIGNED TO CREATE A NETWORK OF VIGILANT CITIZENS WHO CAN IDENTIFY AND INTERVENE IN
SITUATIONS WHERE CHILDREN ARE AT RISK. THE SPECIFIC PROFESSIONS INCLUDED CAN VARY, BUT GENERALLY ENCOMPASS THOSE
WHO HAVE REGULAR CONTACT WITH CHILDREN, SUCH AS EDUCATORS, HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND
CLERGY. RECOGNIZING THE SIGNS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT IS THE FIRST CRITICAL STEP IN THIS ESSENTIAL ROLE.

THE CORE OF BEING A MANDATED REPORTER IS THE LEGAL OBLIGATION TO REPORT. THIS ISN'T OPTIONAL, IT'S A DUTY THAT
CARRIES LEGAL WEIGHT. FAILURE TO REPORT KNOWN OR SUSPECTED INSTANCES OF ABUSE OR NEGLECT CAN LEAD TO LEGAL
REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE REPORTER THEMSELVES. THEREFORE, THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT CONSTITUTES REPORTABLE
OFFENSES AND THE PROCEDURES FOR MAKING SUCH REPORTS IS PARAMOUNT. THIS UNDERSTANDING IS TYPICALLY SOLIDIFIED
THROUGH MANDATORY TRAINING, WHICH OFTEN INCLUDES QUIZZES TO ASSESS COMPREHENSION AND PREPAREDNESS.

WHo IS CONSIDERED A MANDATED REPORTER IN VIRGINIA?

VIRGINIA LAW OUTLINES A SPECIFIC LIST OF PROFESSIONS THAT ARE CONSIDERED MANDATED REPORTERS. THIS LIST IS
EXTENSIVE AND DESIGNED TO COVER AS MANY POTENTIAL POINTS OF CONTACT WITH VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS AS POSSIBLE.
SOME OF THE MOST COMMON CATEGORIES INCLUDE:

® TEACHERS AND OTHER SCHOOL PERSONNEL

e CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

® HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS (DOCTORS, NURSES, THERAPISTS)
® SOCIAL WORKERS AND COUNSELORS

® | AW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

o CLERGY AND OTHER RELIGIOUS OFFICIALS

® MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS



® |NDIVIDUALS EMPLOYED BY STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES WHO WORK DIRECTLY WITH CHILDREN.

[T IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE, AND THE SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS AND INCLUSIONS CAN BE
FOUND IN THE CODE OF VIRGINIA. THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE IS THAT INDIVIDUALS IN POSITIONS OF TRUST AND FREQUENT
CONTACT WITH CHILDREN ARE EMPOWERED AND OBLIGATED TO ACT WHEN THEY SUSPECT HARM.

THe PUrRPOSE OF MANDATED REPORTING

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF MANDATED REPORTING LAWS IS THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM HARM. BY REQUIRING CERTAIN
PROFESSIONALS TO REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE AND NEGLECT, VIRGINIA ESTABLISHES A SYSTEM DESIGNED TO IDENTIFY
VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND ENSURE THEY RECEIVE THE NECESSARY INTERVENTION AND SUPPORT. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH
AIMS TO PREVENT FURTHER HARM, ADDRESS EXISTING INJURIES OR TRAUMA, AND PROVIDE RESOURCES TO FAMILIES IN CRISIS. THE
TRAINING AND SUBSEQUENT QUIZZES ARE DESIGNED TO ENSURE THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE EQUIPPED TO RECOGNIZE POTENTIAL
DANGERS AND INITIATE THE REPORTING PROCESS EFFECTIVELY.

Key CONCEPTS IN VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING IN VIRGINIA COVERS A RANGE OF ESSENTIAL TOPICS DESIGNED TO EQUIP INDIVIDUALS WITH THE
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NEEDED TO FULFILL THEIR REPORTING DUTIES. UNDERSTANDING THESE CORE CONCEPTS IS FUNDAMENT AL
TO PASSING ANY ASSOCIATED QUIZ AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, TO EFFECTIVELY PROTECTING CHILDREN. THE TRAINING WILL
TYPICALLY INTRODUCE YOU TO THE DEFINITIONS OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS TO LOOK FOR, AND
THE LEGAL FRAMEW ORK SURROUNDING REPORTING.

Bevonp IDENTIFICATION, THE TRAINING EMPHASIZES THE PROCEDURAL ASPECTS OF REPORTING. THIS INCLUDES KNOWING WHO TO
CONTACT, WHAT INFORMATION TO PROVIDE, AND THE TIMELINES WITHIN WHICH REPORTS MUST BE MADE. LEGAL PROTECTIONS
AFFORDED TO REPORTERS ARE ALSO A SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT, ASSURING INDIVIDUALS THAT THEY ARE SHIELDED FROM
LIABILITY WHEN REPORTING IN GOOD FAITH. CONVERSELY, THE CONSEQUENCES OF FAILING TO REPORT ARE ALSO DISCUSSED TO
UNDERSCORE THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE OBLIGATION.

DerINING CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IN VIRGINIA

A CORNERSTONE OF MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING IS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT CONSTITUTES CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT UNDER VIRGINIA LAW. THESE ARE NOT VAGUE CONCEPTS, THEY ARE LEGALLY DEFINED CATEGORIES OF HARM. CHILD
ABUSE TYPICALLY INCLUDES PHYSICAL ABUSE, SEXUAL ABUSE, EMOTIONAL ABUSE, AND EXPLOITATION. NEGLECT, ON THE OTHER
HAND, REFERS TO THE FAILURE OF A PARENT OR CAREGIVER TO PROVIDE FOR A CHILD'S BASIC NEEDS, SUCH AS FOOD, SHELTER,
CLOTHING, MEDICAL CARE, AND SUPERVISION.

IT'S CRUCIAL TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN ACTUAL HARM AND SITUATIONS THAT MIGHT SIMPLY BE CHALLENGING PARENTING OR
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES. THE TRAINING WILL PROVIDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES AND CRITERIA TO HELP REPORTERS MAKE THIS
DISTINCTION. FOR INSTANCE, A SCRAPED KNEE FROM PLAYING IS NOT TYPICALLY ABUSE, BUT A PATTERN OF UNEXPLAINED
BRUISES OR SEVERE INJURIES COULD BE INDICATIVE OF PHYSICAL ABUSE. SIMILARLY, OCCASIONAL FORGETFULNESS IS DIFFERENT
FROM PERSISTENT FAILURE TO PROVIDE NECESSARY MEDICAL CARE.

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNS AND INDICATORS

IDENTIFYING ABUSE AND NEGLECT OFTEN INVOLVES RECOGNIZING A COMBINATION OF SIGNS AND INDICATORS, AS THERE ISN'T
ALWAYS A SINGLE, DEFINITIVE CLUE. THESE INDICATORS CAN BE PHYSICAL, BEHAVIORAL, OR EMOTIONAL. PHYSICAL SIGNS MIGHT
INCLUDE UNEXPLAINED INJURIES LIKE BRUISES, BURNS, OR FRACTURES, AS WELL AS POOR HYGIENE OR MALNOURISHMENT.
BEHAVIORAL SIGNS COULD INVOLVE SUDDEN CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR, WITHDRAW AL, AGGRESSION, SELF-HARM, OR AGE-
INAPPROPRIATE SEXUAL BEHAVIOR.

EMOTIONAL INDICATORS CAN BE MORE SUBTLE BUT ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT. THESE MIGHT INCLUDE FEARFULNESS, ANXIETY,
DEPRESSION, DIFFICULTY FORMING RELATIONSHIPS, OR OVERLY MATURE BEHAVIOR. THE TRAINING WILL OFTEN PRESENT CASE
STUDIES OR HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIOS TO HELP REPORTERS PRACTICE IDENTIFYING THESE SUBTLE CUES AND UNDERSTAND THAT



A SINGLE INDICATOR DOESN'T AUTOMATICALLY CONFIRM ABUSE, BUT A PATTERN OR COMBINATION \WARRANTS FURTHER
INVESTIGATION AND A REPORT.

CoMMON SCENARIOS AND REPORTING OBLIGATIONS

VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER QUIZZES OFTEN PRESENT REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS TO TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF WHEN AND
HOW TO REPORT. THESE SCENARIOS ARE DESIGNED TO MIRROR SITUATIONS THAT MANDATED REPORTERS MIGHT ENCOUNTER IN
THEIR PROFESSIONAL LIVES. FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH COMMON REPORTING TRIGGERS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY BOOST YOUR
CONFIDENCE AND PREPAREDNESS.

THE KEY IS TO ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION. IF YOU SUSPECT ABUSE OR NEGLECT, EVEN IF YOU'RE NOT ENTIRELY CERTAIN, IT IS
GENERALLY BETTER TO REPORT. THE AUTHORITIES ARE EQUIPPED TO INVESTIGATE AND DETERMINE THE VALIDITY OF THE
CONCERNS. YOUR ROLE IS TO BE A DILIGENT OBSERVER AND REPORTER OF POTENTIAL HARM, NOT AN INVESTIGATOR.

PHYSICAL ABUSE SCENARIOS

SCENARIOS INVOLVING POTENTIAL PHYSICAL ABUSE MIGHT INCLUDE A CHILD PRESENTING WITH UNEXPLAINED BRUISES IN VARIOUS
STAGES OF HEALING, SEVERE BURNS THAT DON'T ALIGN WITH THE CAREGIVER'S EXPLANATION, OR A PATTERN OF INJURIES
REPORTED BY THE CHILD OR OBSERVED BY THE REPORTER. ANOTHER COMMON SCENARIO IS A CHILD WHO CONSISTENTLY EXHIBITS
FEAR AROUND A PARTICULAR CAREGIVER OR DESCRIBES PHYSICAL DISCIPLINE THAT APPEARS EXCESSIVE OR HARMFUL. THE
TRAINING WILL EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCUMENTING ANY PHYSICAL FINDINGS AND THE CHILD'S STATEMENTS
ACCURATELY.

SEXUAL ABUSE SCENARIOS

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE IS A PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE BUT CRITICAL OBLIGATION. SCENARIOS MIGHT INVOLVE A CHILD
DISCLOSING SEXUAL CONTACT WITH AN ADULT OR ANOTHER CHILD, EXHIBITING UNUSUAL KNOWLEDGE OF SEXUAL ACTS, OR
DISPLAYING PHYSICAL SIGNS SUCH AS GENITAL PAIN, BRUISING, OR SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS. THE TRAINING WILL
STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT QUESTIONING THE CHILD EXTENSIVELY BUT INSTEAD REPORTING THE DISCLOSURE DIRECTLY TO
THE APPROPRIATE CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. MAINTAINING THE CHILD'S TRUST WHILE
ENSURING THEIR SAFETY IS PARAMOUNT.

NEGLECT SCENARIOS

NEGLECT SCENARIOS CAN RANGE FROM THE OBVIOUS TO THE MORE INSIDIOUS. THESE MIGHT INCLUDE A CHILD WHO IS
FREQUENTLY UNSUPERVISED, EXHIBITS POOR HYGIENE, IS UNDERFED, OR CONSISTENTLY LACKS APPROPRIATE CLOTHING FOR THE
WEATHER. ANOTHER SCENARIO COULD INVOLVE A CAREGIVER FAILING TO PROVIDE NECESSARY MEDICAL OR DENTAL CARE FOR A
CHILD, EVEN WHEN THE RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE. RECOGNIZING CHRONIC LACK OF BASIC NEEDS BEING MET IS A KEY COMPONENT
OF IDENTIFYING NEGLECT. THE TRAINING WILL LIKELY PROVIDE EXAMPLES OF WHAT CONSTITUTES REASONABLE CARE VERSUS A
FAILURE TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL NECESSITIES.

NAVIGATING THE REPORTING PROCESS: STEPS AND T IMELINES

UNDERSTANDING THE PROCEDURAL ASPECTS OF REPORTING IS AS VITAL AS RECOGNIZING THE SIGNS OF ABUSE. VIRGINIA HAS
SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR HOW AND WHEN REPORTS SHOULD BE MADE TO ENSURE A SWIFT AND EFFECTIVE RESPONSE. FAILURE TO
FOLLOW THESE PROCEDURES CAN DELAY CRUCIAL INTERVENTIONS. THE QUIZ WILL LIKELY TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THESE
CRITICAL STEPS AND THE URGENCY REQUIRED.

THE PROCESS IS DESIGNED TO BE STRAIGHTFORWARD, BUT IT’S ESSENTIAL TO KNOW WHO TO CONTACT AND WHAT
INFORMATION IS NEEDED. SWIFT ACTION CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD'S LIFE, SO UNDERSTANDING THESE
TIMELINES IS NOT OPTIONAL, IT'S A RESPONSIBILITY.



MAKING A REPORT: WHO To CONTACT AND WHAT TO SAY

IN VIRGINIA, INITIAL REPORTS OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT ARE TYPICALLY MADE TO CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES
(CPS), WHICH IS USUALLY A DIVISION OF THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES. IN CASES OF IMMEDIATE DANGER OR
ONGOING ABUSE, YOU SHOULD ALSO CONTACT LAW ENFORCEMENT. THE TRAINING WILL PROVIDE THE SPECIFIC CONTACT
NUMBERS FOR YOUR LOCAL CPS AGENCY AND THE STATEWIDE CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE. \WHEN MAKING A REPORT, YOU WILL BE
ASKED TO PROVIDE:

® YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION (THOUGH ANONYMOUS REPORTS ARE POSSIBLE, PROVIDING YOUR INFORMATION
CAN FACILITATE FOLLO\)V‘UP).

e THE CHILD'S NAME, AGE, AND ADDRESS.
® THE NAMES OF THE PARENTS OR CAREGIVERS.

® THE NATURE OF THE SUSPECTED ABUSE OR NEGLECT, INCLUDING SPECIFIC OBSERVATIONS AND ANY STATEMENTS MADE BY
THE CHILD.

e ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALLEGED PERPETRATOR.

® THE IMMEDIACY OF THE DANGER TO THE CHILD.

IT IS CRUCIAL TO BE FACTUAL AND AVOID SPECULATION. STICK TO WHAT YoU OBSERVED, HEARD, OR WERE TOLD. YOUR ROLE
IS TO CONVEY INFORMATION, NOT TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION YOURSELF.

TIMELINES FOR REPORTING

VIRGINIA LAW MANDATES THAT REPORTS OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT BE MADE “IMMEDIATELY” OR AS SOON AS
PRACTICALLY POSSIBLE. FOR SITUATIONS WHERE A CHILD IS IN IMMINENT DANGER, AN ORAL REPORT SHOULD BE MADE TO CPS
OR LAW ENFORCEMENT WITHIN 24 HOURS. FOLLOWING THE ORAL REPORT, A WRITTEN REPORT IS TYPICALLY REQUIRED WITHIN
72 HOURS. THE TRAINING WILL EMPHASIZE THAT “IMMEDIATELY” MEANS WITHOUT UNDUE DELAY. |[F YOU ARE UNSURE WHETHER
A SITUATION WARRANTS AN IMMEDIATE REPORT, IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CONSULT WITH YOUR SUPERVISOR OR MAKE THE
REPORT.

LEGAL PROTECTIONS AND LIABILITIES FOR MANDATED REPORTERS

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING, AND A COMMON TOPIC ON QUIZZES, IS
UNDERSTANDING THE LEGAL PROTECTIONS AFFORDED TO THOSE WHO REPORT. VIRGINIA LAW PROVIDES SIGNIFICANT
PROTECTIONS TO INDIVIDUALS WHO MAKE REPORTS IN GOOD FAITH, ENSURING THAT THEY ARE NOT HELD LIABLE FOR REPORTING
SUSPICIONS, EVEN IF THOSE SUSPICIONS ARE LATER FOUND TO BE UNFOUNDED. THIS PROTECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR ENCOURAGING
PROMPT REPORTING WITHOUT FEAR OF REPRISAL.

CONVERSELY, THE TRAINING ALSO COVERS THE LIABILITIES THAT CAN ARISE FROM FAILING TO REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE OR
NEGLECT. THIS UNDERSTANDING REINFORCES THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE MANDATED REPORTER'S ROLE AND THE LEGAL
CONSEQUENCES OF INACTION.

GoobD FAITH REPORTING AND IMMUNITY

VIRGINIA CobE § 63.2-1509 PROVIDES IMMUNITY FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY TO INDIVIDUALS WHO REPORT
SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT IN GOOD FAITH. THIS MEANS THAT AS LONG AS YOU GENUINELY BELIEVE THAT ABUSE OR
NEGLECT MAY HAVE OCCURRED AND YOU MAKE THE REPORT WITH HONEST INTENTIONS, YOU ARE PROTECTED FROM LAWSUITS
OR CRIMINAL CHARGES RELATED TO THAT REPORT. THE “GOOD FAITH” STANDARD IS KEY; IT MEANS YOU ARE NOT REPORTING
MALICIOUSLY OR WITH INTENT TO HARM SOMEONE.



CONSEQUENCES OF FAILING TO REPORT

FAILING TO MAKE A REQUIRED REPORT CAN HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. VIRGINIA LAW CAN HOLD MANDATED REPORTERS
LIABLE FOR CIVIL PENALTIES, AND IN SOME CASES, CRIMINAL CHARGES, IF THEY KNOWINGLY FAIL TO REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
OR NEGLECT. THIS CAN INCLUDE FINES AND EVEN IMPRISONMENT. THE TRAINING AIMS TO IMPRESS UPON REPORTERS THAT THEIR
INACTION CAN HAVE DEVASTATING EFFECTS ON A CHILD AND THAT THE LAW HOLDS THEM ACCOUNTABLE FOR FULFILLING THEIR
DUTY. UNDERSTANDING THESE POTENTIAL LIABILITIES IS A POWERFUL MOTIVATOR FOR DILIGENT REPORTING.

RESOURCES FOR VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTERS

\W/HILE THIS ARTICLE AND THE MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING PROVIDE A SOLID FOUNDATION, IT’S BENEFICIAL TO BE AWARE OF
THE ONGOING RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU. THESE RESOURCES CAN OFFER FURTHER CLARITY, SUPPORT, AND UPDATED
INFORMATION AS LAWS AND PROCEDURES EVOLVE. KNOWING WHERE TO TURN FOR HELP ENSURES YOU ARE ALWAYS PREPARED
TO ACT CORRECTLY AND CONFIDENTLY.

STAYING INFORMED AND CONNECTED WITH OFFICIAL CHANNELS IS A CONTINUOUS PROCESS. THE TRAINING AND ITS ASSOCIATED
QUIZZES ARE JUST THE BEGINNING OF YOUR COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING VIRGINIA'S CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS.

OFFIcIAL VIRGINIA RESOURCES

THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SociaL Services (VDSS) IS THE PRIMARY STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD WELFARE.
THEIR WEBSITE IS AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE FOR INFORMATION ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT PREVENTION, REPORTING
PROCEDURES, AND TRAINING MATERIALS. YOU CAN ALSO FIND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LOCAL CPS AGENCIES AND HOTLINES.
ADDITIONALLY, LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND THE VIRGINIA STATE POLICE PROVIDE RESOURCES RELATED TO CHILD
PROTECTION AND REPORTING CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN.

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND SUPPORT

MANY ORGANIZATIONS OFFER CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES FOR MANDATED REPORTERS, WHICH CAN INCLUDE UPDATED
TRAINING ON IDENTIFYING NEW FORMS OF ABUSE OR CHANGES IN REPORTING PROTOCOLS. LOCAL CHILD ADVOCACY CENTERS AND
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON CHILD WELFARE OFTEN PROVIDE VALUABLE TRAINING AND SUPPORT SERVICES. IF You
ARE EVER IN DOUBT ABOUT A SITUATION, DON'T HESITATE TO REACH OUT TO YOUR SUPERVISOR OR THE RELEVANT
AUTHORITIES FOR GUIDANCE. YOUR PROACTIVE ENGAGEMENT IS WHAT MAKES THE SYSTEM WORK.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IF | REPORT SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE BUT IT TURNS OUT TO BE
UNFOUNDED?

A: IF YOU MAKE A REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT IN GOOD FAITH, MEANING YOU GENUINELY BELIEVED IT MIGHT
HAVE OCCURRED, YOU ARE PROTECTED FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY IN VIRGINIA, EVEN IF THE INVESTIGATION LATER
DETERMINES THE ALLEGATIONS TO BE UNFOUNDED. Y OUR ROLE IS TO REPORT SUSPICIONS, AND THE AUTHORITIES CONDUCT THE
INVESTIGATION.

Q: CAN | REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE ANONYMOUSLY?

A: YES/ YOU CAN MAKE AN ANONYMOUS REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT IN VIRGINIA. HO\X/EVER, PROVIDING
YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION CAN ASSIST THE INVESTIGATING AGENCY IN GATHERING FURTHER DETAILS AND
CLARIFYING INFORMATION, WHICH CAN BE CRUCIAL FOR AN EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATION.



QZ How QUICKLY DO | NEED TO MAKE A REPORT AFTER SUSPECTING ABUSE?

A: VIRGINIA LAW REQUIRES MANDATED REPORTERS TO MAKE AN ORAL REPORT OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT
IMMEDIATELY, OR AS SOON AS PRACTICALLY POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY IF A CHILD IS IN IMMINENT DANGER. A WRITTEN REPORT
TYPICALLY FOLLOWS WITHIN 72 HOURS OF THE INITIAL ORAL REPORT.

QZ WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF NEGLECT THAT | SHOULD BE LOOKING FOR?

A: SIGNS OF NEGLECT CAN INCLUDE A CHILD BEING CONSISTENTLY HUNGRY, POORLY CLOTHED, DIRTY, NOT RECEIVING NECESSARY
MEDICAL OR DENTAL CARE, BEING LEFT UNSUPERVISED FOR EXTENDED PERIODS, OR EXHIBITING DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS DUE TO
LACK OF STIMULATION. |T'S OFTEN A PATTERN OF THE CAREGIVER FAILING TO MEET THE CHILD'S BASIC NEEDS.

Q: WHERE CAN | FIND THE OFFICIAL VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING?

A: THE OFFICIAL VIRGINIA MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING IS OFTEN PROVIDED OR OVERSEEN BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
SociaL Services (VDSS) or THROUGH STATE-APPROVED TRAINING PROVIDERS. Y OU CAN USUALLY FIND LINKS TO TRAINING
MODULES AND RESOURCES ON THE VDSS WEBSITE.

QI \WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHILD ABUSE AND CHILD NEGLECT?

A: CHILD ABUSE REFERS TO DIRECT ACTS OF HARM AGAINST A CHILD, SUCH AS PHYSICAL, SEXUAL, OR EMOTIONAL ABUSE.
CHILD NEGLECT IS THE FAILURE OF A PARENT OR CAREGIVER TO PROVIDE FOR A CHILD'S ESSENTIAL NEEDS, INCLUDING FOOD,
SHELTER, CLOTHING, MEDICAL CARE, AND SUPERVISION.

QZ NWHAT IF | AM UNSURE IF A SITUATION MEETS THE THRESHOLD FOR REPORTING?

A: IF YOU ARE UNSURE, IT IS GENERALLY ADVISABLE TO ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION AND MAKE A REPORT. YOU CAN CONSULT
WITH YOUR SUPERVISOR OR CALL THE LOCAL CHILD ProTECTIVE SERVICES (CPS) AGENCY TO DISCUSS YOUR CONCERNS AND
RECEIVE GUIDANCE ON WHETHER A REPORT IS WARRANTED.

QI ARE THERE SPECIFIC TIMEFRAMES FOR REPORTING DIFFERENT TYPES OF ABUSE?

A: WHILE ALL REPORTS OF SUSPECTED ABUSE OR NEGLECT SHOULD BE MADE AS SOON AS PRACTICALLY POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY
IF A CHILD IS IN IMMEDIATE DANGER, THE GENERAL REQUIREMENT IS AN ORAL REPORT WITHIN 24 HOURS AND A WRITTEN REPORT
WITHIN 72 HOURS. THE EMPHASIS IS ON PROMPTNESS TO ENSURE CHILD SAFETY.
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