
the great gatsby 2013 theme song
the great gatsby 2013 theme song is a search query that often leads enthusiasts to discover the
intricate and influential musical landscape crafted for Baz Luhrmann's lavish film adaptation. While
not adhering to the traditional concept of a singular "theme song," the 2013 rendition of The Great
Gatsby is renowned for its meticulously curated soundtrack, a bold fusion of contemporary music
and Jazz Age aesthetics. This article delves into the iconic auditory experience of the film, exploring
the collaborative genius behind its score, dissecting the tracks most frequently associated with its
central themes, and examining the profound impact this modern interpretation had on both
cinematic storytelling and the broader cultural appreciation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. We
will unpack the contributions of key artists, highlight the strategic decisions that shaped the
soundtrack, and discuss how the music successfully bridged nearly a century of cultural divides,
making the roaring twenties resonate with a modern audience.
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The Enduring Echoes of West Egg

The Iconic Soundscape of The Great Gatsby (2013)
The 2013 film adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, directed by Baz Luhrmann,
distinguished itself not only through its visually opulent style but also its groundbreaking musical
score. Instead of a purely period-accurate soundtrack, Luhrmann opted for an anachronistic blend of
contemporary artists and traditional jazz, creating a vibrant, pulsing backdrop that mirrored the
novel's themes of longing, excess, and the American Dream. This bold choice redefined expectations
for historical dramas, making the music as much a character in the narrative as the actors
themselves.

The decision to infuse modern sounds into a 1920s setting was a calculated move to make the story
feel immediate and relevant to a contemporary audience. It aimed to evoke the same sense of
excitement, danger, and moral ambiguity that characterized the Jazz Age, presenting it through a
lens that viewers of today could instantly connect with. This approach ensured that the film's
auditory experience was as memorable and impactful as its visual spectacle, contributing
significantly to its overall identity.

The Vision Behind the Music
Baz Luhrmann, known for his distinctive musical storytelling in films like Moulin Rouge!, brought his
signature eclectic style to The Great Gatsby. His vision for the music was to avoid a museum piece
and instead create a dynamic, living soundscape that amplified the emotional intensity of the
narrative. Luhrmann believed that if Fitzgerald were alive today, he would have incorporated the
most cutting-edge music of his time, just as he did with jazz in the novel. This philosophy led to the
selection of artists whose work resonated with the novel's core themes, from ambition and yearning
to disillusionment and tragedy.

The musical choices were designed to serve as a parallel commentary on the narrative, often
contrasting the lavish exterior of Gatsby's world with the underlying hollowness and melancholy.
The blending of modern hip-hop, electronic music, and pop with traditional jazz elements was a
deliberate attempt to articulate the story's timelessness, suggesting that the human emotions and
societal issues explored in the 1920s remain pertinent in the modern era.

The Role of Baz Luhrmann and Jay-Z
A pivotal figure in shaping the sound of The Great Gatsby (2013) was legendary rapper and producer
Jay-Z, who served as the executive producer for the film's soundtrack. This collaboration was
instrumental in curating the diverse array of contemporary artists featured on the album. Jay-Z’s
involvement brought an authentic street credibility and a keen understanding of modern music
trends to the project, allowing for the inclusion of chart-topping artists and innovative sounds that
might not otherwise have been considered for a period piece.

Jay-Z's expertise was crucial in integrating hip-hop and R&B elements seamlessly into the film's
fabric, ensuring that these genres felt organic rather than forced. His touch helped to elevate the



soundtrack beyond a mere collection of songs, transforming it into a cohesive artistic statement that
paralleled the narrative's emotional arc. The synergy between Luhrmann's cinematic vision and Jay-
Z's musical prowess resulted in a soundtrack that was both critically acclaimed and commercially
successful, cementing its place as a significant component of the film's legacy.

Dissecting the "Theme Song": A Nuanced Approach
When audiences search for the great gatsby 2013 theme song, they are often seeking that
singular piece of music that most encapsulates the film's essence. However, The Great Gatsby
(2013) does not feature a traditional, single theme song in the vein of classic Hollywood films.
Instead, it boasts a sophisticated musical tapestry where several key tracks share the emotional
weight and thematic responsibility. Among these, two songs frequently rise to prominence due to
their profound narrative integration and widespread recognition.

This multi-faceted approach to the soundtrack allowed for a richer exploration of the novel's complex
themes, with different songs highlighting various aspects of the characters' lives and struggles. The
absence of one definitive theme song enabled the filmmakers to use music as a more dynamic
storytelling tool, shifting moods and perspectives as the plot unfolded, much like the intricate prose
of Fitzgerald's novel.

Lana Del Rey's "Young and Beautiful": The Emotional Core
Without question, Lana Del Rey's "Young and Beautiful" has become the de facto and most widely
recognized emotional theme song for The Great Gatsby (2013). Its melancholic melody, ethereal
vocals, and yearning lyrics perfectly capture the doomed romance between Jay Gatsby and Daisy
Buchanan, as well as the overarching themes of youth, beauty, and the desperate desire to hold onto
a fleeting past. The song is featured prominently in key romantic scenes, underscoring the
characters' anxieties about aging, faded glory, and the impossibility of recapturing lost time.

The lyrics, "Will you still love me when I'm no longer young and beautiful?", directly articulate
Daisy's fears and Gatsby's obsessive pursuit of an idealized past. The track's moody, orchestral
arrangement fits seamlessly with the film's luxurious yet ultimately tragic atmosphere, making it an
indispensable part of the film's identity. Its pervasive presence and emotional resonance ensure that
for many, "Young and Beautiful" is indeed the great gatsby 2013 theme song.

Florence + The Machine's "Over the Love": A Complementary
Anthem
While "Young and Beautiful" captures the romantic anguish, Florence + The Machine's "Over the
Love" serves as another powerful contender for the great gatsby 2013 theme song, offering a
complementary perspective on the film's emotional depth. This track, with its soaring vocals and
dramatic instrumentation, evokes the grandeur and the tragic operatic scale of Gatsby's aspirations
and downfall. It speaks to the intense, almost spiritual, longing that permeates the narrative,
specifically Gatsby's relentless pursuit of Daisy and his belief in the green light.

"Over the Love" often accompanies scenes of Gatsby's lavish parties and his profound isolation
amidst the revelry, highlighting the superficiality of his world and the deep, unfulfilled yearning
beneath it. The song's intensity and emotional build-up mirror the escalating drama and the ultimate



heartbreak of the story, making it a crucial element in conveying the film's broader themes of
unrequited love and the destructive power of obsession.

Beyond a Single "Theme Song": A Curated Collection
The brilliance of The Great Gatsby (2013) soundtrack lies in its diversity, showcasing a curated
collection of tracks that each contribute to the film's rich auditory tapestry. Beyond the widely
recognized "Young and Beautiful" and "Over the Love," the album features a range of artists and
styles that collectively build the film's unique atmosphere. These contributions demonstrate how the
soundtrack transcended the idea of a single theme song, embracing a more expansive approach to
musical storytelling.

Key artists and notable tracks from The Great Gatsby 2013 soundtrack include:

Jay-Z – "100$ Bill" (providing the contemporary hip-hop backbone)

Goo Goo Dolls (as Jack White) – "Love Is Blindness" (a powerful, gritty rock ballad)

Sia – "Kill and Run" (contributing to the film's melancholic undertones)

Beyoncé & André 3000 – "Back to Black" (a modern cover adding to the jazz sensibility)

Fergie, Q-Tip & GoonRock – "A Little Party Never Killed Nobody (All We Got)"
(encapsulating the hedonistic party scenes)

Bryan Ferry Orchestra – various traditional jazz pieces (grounding the film in its historical
period)

Each of these songs, alongside numerous others, contributes distinct textures and emotional layers,
ensuring that the film's soundtrack is a dynamic and unforgettable entity. This mosaic of sound
ultimately defines the film's musical identity far more effectively than any single "the great gatsby
2013 theme song" could on its own.

The Soundtrack's Impact: Bridging Eras Through
Music
The bold musical choices in The Great Gatsby (2013) were not merely aesthetic decisions; they were
integral to the film's ability to resonate with a wide, modern audience while remaining faithful to the
spirit of Fitzgerald's novel. The soundtrack effectively bridged nearly a century, connecting the
exuberant, often reckless, energy of the Jazz Age with the contemporary soundscape, creating a
unique cinematic experience that left a lasting impression.

This innovative approach demonstrated that historical narratives could be presented with a modern
sensibility without sacrificing their core integrity. By using music that audiences recognized and
enjoyed, the film was able to draw viewers deeper into Gatsby's world, making his grand parties and
tragic romance feel immediate and relevant.



Modernizing the Roaring Twenties Aesthetic
One of the primary impacts of the great gatsby 2013 theme song philosophy, or rather its diverse
soundtrack, was its role in modernizing the Roaring Twenties aesthetic. The anachronistic blend of
contemporary hip-hop, electronic music, and pop with traditional jazz created a bridge between
eras. It allowed the film to capture the frenetic energy and groundbreaking spirit of the 1920s,
which was, at the time, also characterized by cutting-edge and often scandalous new musical forms
like jazz. By mirroring this with equally boundary-pushing music from the 21st century, the
soundtrack made the historical setting feel current and vibrant.

This modernization extended beyond mere sound; it influenced the film's visual language and
pacing. The driving beats and emotional lyrics of the contemporary tracks informed the editing,
choreography, and overall sensory experience, making the lavish parties and dramatic
confrontations pulse with a renewed intensity. The music did not just accompany the visuals; it
helped define them, ensuring that the film felt like a living, breathing interpretation rather than a
dusty period piece.

Enhancing Narrative and Character Depth
The carefully selected music profoundly enhanced the narrative and character depth in The Great
Gatsby (2013). Each track was chosen not just for its popularity but for its thematic relevance,
providing a deeper insight into the characters' inner lives and motivations. For example, the
melancholic undertones of "Young and Beautiful" by Lana Del Rey laid bare the vulnerability and
anxieties hidden beneath the glamorous facade of Daisy Buchanan and Jay Gatsby.

Similarly, the powerful and sometimes jarring hip-hop tracks underscored the raw ambition, social
striving, and ultimately, the hollow materialism that pervaded Gatsby's world. The soundtrack
served as an emotional barometer, guiding the audience through moments of intoxicating joy,
profound sorrow, and simmering tension. It allowed for a more visceral connection to the characters'
psychological states, making their joys and tragedies more palpable and immediate for the viewer.

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance
The soundtrack for The Great Gatsby (2013) received widespread attention and generated
significant discussion among critics and the public. While some purists questioned the anachronistic
approach, many lauded it as a brilliant and audacious artistic decision that reinvigorated a classic
story. The album itself was a commercial success, topping charts and introducing a new generation
to Fitzgerald's work through its modern musical lens.

Its cultural significance lies in its ability to demonstrate that classic literature can be reinterpreted
in bold, contemporary ways without diminishing its original power. The soundtrack became a
testament to the timelessness of The Great Gatsby's themes, proving that the pursuit of dreams, the
perils of obsession, and the complexities of love and class transcend any specific historical period.
The musical choices sparked conversations about adaptation, artistic license, and the enduring
relevance of Fitzgerald's masterpiece, solidifying its place not just as a film score, but as a cultural
phenomenon.



The Legacy of The Great Gatsby (2013) Soundtrack
The impact of the The Great Gatsby (2013) soundtrack extended far beyond the film's initial release,
forging a lasting legacy in both cinematic music and popular culture. Its innovative approach to
score composition has inspired subsequent period dramas to explore more creative and
anachronistic musical choices, proving that authenticity can be found in spirit, not just in strict
historical adherence.

The album continues to be celebrated for its unique blend of genres and its roster of high-profile
artists. The tracks, particularly those associated with the great gatsby 2013 theme song like
"Young and Beautiful," remain popular independent of the film, frequently appearing on playlists and
in various media, testifying to their enduring appeal.

Enduring Popularity and Influence
Years after its release, the soundtrack to The Great Gatsby (2013) maintains a strong presence in
popular culture. Songs like Lana Del Rey's "Young and Beautiful" have become anthems in their own
right, frequently streamed and covered by other artists. This enduring popularity speaks volumes
about the quality and emotional resonance of the selected tracks, which transcended their role as
film music to become standalone hits.

The influence of the soundtrack can be seen in various other media, from fashion to advertising,
where its unique blend of vintage glamour and modern edge is often emulated. It solidified the
notion that a film's music can be a powerful marketing tool and a significant cultural artifact in
itself, capable of shaping trends and artistic approaches for years to come. The collection continues
to be revered as a benchmark for contemporary film scores that dare to be different.

Connecting New Audiences to Classic Literature
Perhaps one of the most significant legacies of the great gatsby 2013 theme song and its
surrounding soundtrack is its success in connecting new generations of audiences to F. Scott
Fitzgerald's classic novel. For many younger viewers, the modern music provided an accessible
entry point into a story that might otherwise have felt distant or intimidating due to its historical
setting. The contemporary beats and relatable lyrics helped to underscore the timelessness of
Fitzgerald's themes, making the characters' struggles and desires feel fresh and relevant.

By demonstrating that a 1920s narrative could be dramatically enhanced by 21st-century sounds,
the film encouraged a broader engagement with classic literature. It showed that the enduring
power of a story lies not just in its original form but also in its capacity for reinterpretation and
reimagination across different artistic mediums. This innovative musical strategy ensured that The
Great Gatsby (2013) was not just a film adaptation, but a cultural event that successfully
reintroduced a literary masterpiece to a global audience.

The Enduring Echoes of West Egg
The musical landscape of The Great Gatsby (2013) stands as a testament to audacious artistic vision
and collaborative genius. While the concept of a singular the great gatsby 2013 theme song
might be a simplification of its complex sonic tapestry, the film undeniably forged an iconic identity



through its music. Lana Del Rey's "Young and Beautiful" frequently emerges as the leading
emotional anthem, beautifully capturing the film's core themes of love, loss, and the relentless grip
of the past. However, the true strength of the soundtrack lies in its entire meticulously crafted
collection, a vibrant dialogue between the past and the present.

This soundtrack did more than just accompany a narrative; it became an integral part of the
storytelling, deepening character arcs, amplifying emotional beats, and ultimately bridging a century
of cultural divide. Baz Luhrmann and Jay-Z's innovative blend of jazz and modern pop created an
unforgettable auditory experience that resonated deeply with audiences worldwide. The enduring
popularity and critical appreciation of the The Great Gatsby (2013) soundtrack confirm its status not
merely as a film score, but as a significant cultural artifact that continues to shape perceptions of
American literature and cinematic music.

Frequently Asked Questions About The Great Gatsby
(2013) Theme Song & Soundtrack

Q: What is considered the main theme song for The Great
Gatsby 2013?
A: While there isn't one singular "official" theme song, Lana Del Rey's "Young and Beautiful" is
widely regarded as the de facto emotional theme song for The Great Gatsby (2013). Its lyrics and
mood perfectly encapsulate the film's core romantic and melancholic themes, and it is featured
prominently throughout the movie.

Q: Who produced the soundtrack for The Great Gatsby 2013?
A: The soundtrack for The Great Gatsby (2013) was executive produced by rapper and music mogul
Jay-Z, alongside the film's director, Baz Luhrmann. Their collaborative vision was instrumental in
curating the unique blend of contemporary and traditional music.

Q: What notable artists contributed to The Great Gatsby 2013
soundtrack?
A: The soundtrack features a star-studded lineup of artists including Lana Del Rey, Florence + The
Machine, Jay-Z, Beyoncé & André 3000 (covering Amy Winehouse's "Back to Black"), Fergie, Sia,
The xx, and Bryan Ferry Orchestra, among many others.

Q: How did the music choices reflect the film's themes?
A: The anachronistic music choices, blending modern pop and hip-hop with period-appropriate jazz,
were deliberately made to reflect the film's themes of excess, longing, and the American Dream. The



contemporary music gave the 1920s setting an immediate, relatable energy, while the lyrics often
mirrored the characters' emotional struggles and desires, such as Gatsby's obsessive pursuit of
Daisy.

Q: Was the soundtrack well-received by critics and the public?
A: The soundtrack received generally positive reviews, with many critics praising its innovative and
bold approach to scoring a period film. It was also a significant commercial success, topping charts
globally and becoming one of the most talked-about movie soundtracks of its time. While some
purists found the anachronism jarring, most lauded its ability to connect a classic story with modern
audiences.

Q: Does the soundtrack feature only modern music, or Jazz as
well?
A: The soundtrack is a blend of both. While it prominently features contemporary artists and genres
like hip-hop and pop, it also incorporates authentic Jazz Age music, primarily performed by The
Bryan Ferry Orchestra. This fusion helps to ground the film in its historical setting while
simultaneously making it feel fresh and modern.

Q: What is the significance of "Young and Beautiful" by Lana
Del Rey in the film?
A: "Young and Beautiful" is arguably the most impactful song in the film, deeply embedding itself
into the narrative's emotional core. It plays during crucial romantic and reflective moments,
articulating Daisy's fears about losing her youth and beauty, and Gatsby's desperate yearning to
recapture an idealized past with her. Its melancholic tone underscores the ultimate tragedy of their
love story.

Q: Where can I stream The Great Gatsby 2013 soundtrack?
A: The Great Gatsby (2013) soundtrack is widely available on most major music streaming platforms,
including Spotify, Apple Music, Amazon Music, and YouTube Music. Physical copies of the album,
such as CDs and vinyl, are also available through various retailers.
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