
best gre test prep book

best gre test prep book is a critical resource for anyone looking to excel in the Graduate Record

Examinations (GRE). Preparing for the GRE can be daunting, and selecting the right study material is

crucial for achieving a high score. The best GRE test prep book not only provides comprehensive

coverage of the exam's content but also offers strategies, practice questions, and effective study

schedules. In this article, we will explore the top GRE test prep books available, what to look for in a

prep book, and how to maximize your study efforts. We will also provide a detailed comparison of

popular options to help you make an informed choice.
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Understanding the GRE Exam Structure

The GRE is a standardized test that measures analytical writing, quantitative reasoning, verbal

reasoning, and critical thinking skills. The exam is divided into three main sections: Analytical Writing,

Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. Understanding the structure of the GRE is essential

for effective preparation.



Analytical Writing Section

This section requires test takers to write two essays: one analyzing an argument and the other

analyzing an issue. Each essay is scored on a scale of 0 to 6, with half-point increments. The

analytical writing section assesses the test taker's ability to think critically and communicate complex

ideas effectively.

Verbal Reasoning Section

The verbal reasoning section consists of two parts, each containing 20 questions. It focuses on

reading comprehension, text completion, and sentence equivalence. The scores range from 130 to

170, and a high score indicates strong verbal skills, which are crucial for graduate-level studies.

Quantitative Reasoning Section

This section also contains two parts with 20 questions each. It tests basic mathematical concepts,

problem-solving skills, and the ability to interpret quantitative information. Scores in this section also

range from 130 to 170, emphasizing the importance of quantitative skills in graduate education.

Essential Features of the Best GRE Test Prep Books

When searching for the best GRE test prep book, it is vital to consider several essential features that

can enhance your study experience. The right prep book should not only cover the material

comprehensively but also engage the learner effectively.

Comprehensive Content Coverage

The best GRE prep books should cover all sections of the GRE in detail. This includes practice

questions and explanations for each type of question you will encounter on the test. Comprehensive



content ensures that you are well-prepared for every aspect of the exam.

Practice Questions and Tests

High-quality practice questions that mirror the actual GRE test format are crucial. The best prep books

often include full-length practice tests, which help you become familiar with the test's timing and

pressure. Practice questions should also come with detailed explanations to help you understand your

mistakes.

Study Plans and Strategies

Effective study plans and strategies are vital for successful preparation. The best prep books typically

include study schedules and tips on how to approach each section of the GRE. These resources can

help you manage your time effectively and focus on areas that need improvement.

Top GRE Test Prep Books Reviewed

Choosing the right GRE prep book can significantly impact your preparation. Here are some of the

most highly recommended GRE test prep books based on comprehensiveness, user reviews, and

expert recommendations.

The Official GRE Super Power Pack

This pack includes the official GRE guide along with two additional books that provide extra practice

questions and strategies. The Official GRE Super Power Pack is authored by ETS, the organization

that administers the GRE, ensuring that the content is accurate and relevant. It features real test

questions and detailed explanations, making it a top choice for serious test-takers.



Kaplan's GRE Prep Plus 2023

Kaplan's GRE Prep Plus offers a comprehensive review of all GRE subjects, along with practice

questions and detailed answer explanations. It also provides access to online resources, including

video lessons and practice tests. Kaplan’s user-friendly layout and engaging content make it suitable

for all types of learners.

Manhattan Prep GRE Set of 8 Strategy Guides

The Manhattan Prep GRE Set consists of eight in-depth strategy guides that tackle each section of the

GRE in detail. This set is ideal for students who prefer a deep dive into specific topics and includes

extensive practice questions and strategies tailored for high scorers.

Princeton Review's Cracking the GRE

Princeton Review's Cracking the GRE is well-known for its engaging writing and effective strategies. It

includes practice tests, detailed answer explanations, and tips on how to tackle the GRE’s tricky

questions. This book is particularly useful for those looking for a straightforward and accessible study

guide.

Tips for Effective GRE Test Preparation

To maximize your GRE test preparation, consider implementing these effective strategies alongside

your chosen prep book. Developing a structured study approach can significantly enhance your

learning experience.

Create a Study Schedule

Establishing a study schedule tailored to your needs is essential. Allocate specific times for each



section of the GRE and include regular breaks to avoid burnout. A well-structured schedule can help

ensure that you cover all necessary material without feeling overwhelmed.

Practice Regularly

Consistent practice is key to success on the GRE. Make it a habit to complete practice questions daily

and take full-length practice tests periodically. This not only helps reinforce learning but also builds

your stamina for the actual exam.

Review Mistakes Thoroughly

After completing practice questions or tests, take the time to review your mistakes. Understanding why

you got a question wrong is crucial for improvement. Focus on the concepts that are challenging for

you and revisit those sections in your prep book.

Utilize Online Resources

Many prep books come with supplementary online resources, such as practice tests and video

lessons. Make use of these additional materials to enhance your understanding of complex topics.

Online forums and study groups can also provide support and motivation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the best GRE test prep book for beginners?

A: The best GRE test prep book for beginners is often considered to be "The Official GRE Super

Power Pack" by ETS. It provides a comprehensive overview of the exam and includes real test

questions, making it ideal for those new to GRE preparation.



Q: How important are practice tests in GRE prep?

A: Practice tests are crucial in GRE prep as they help you familiarize yourself with the test format,

timing, and pressure. They also allow you to assess your strengths and weaknesses, guiding your

study focus.

Q: Can I prepare for the GRE without a prep book?

A: While it is possible to prepare for the GRE using online resources and free materials, having a

dedicated prep book can provide structured learning and comprehensive coverage of the exam

content, which is beneficial for thorough preparation.

Q: How often should I take practice tests during my GRE prep?

A: It is recommended to take full-length practice tests every few weeks as you prepare. This allows

you to track your progress and adjust your study plan accordingly. Closer to your test date, consider

taking practice tests weekly.

Q: Are there any GRE prep books that focus specifically on

quantitative reasoning?

A: Yes, books like "Manhattan Prep GRE Quantitative Strategy Guide" specifically focus on quantitative

reasoning and provide detailed strategies, practice questions, and explanations to help improve your

math skills for the GRE.

Q: What is the best approach to studying for the GRE?

A: The best approach to studying for the GRE includes creating a study schedule, utilizing a mix of

prep books and online resources, regularly practicing with real test questions, and reviewing mistakes

to understand where improvements are needed.



Q: How long should I study for the GRE?

A: The ideal study duration varies by individual, but a common recommendation is to study for 6 to 8

weeks, dedicating a few hours each week. Adjust your study plan based on your starting point and

target score.

Q: Is it better to study alone or with a study group for the GRE?

A: It depends on personal preference. Some students benefit from the accountability and diverse

perspectives of a study group, while others prefer the focus and flexibility of studying alone. Consider

what works best for your learning style.

Q: Should I use only one GRE prep book for my studies?

A: While using one comprehensive prep book can be effective, supplementing it with additional

resources or practice materials can provide a broader range of questions and strategies, enhancing

your overall preparation.
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