how to use xlookup in excel with two
workbooks

how to use xlookup in excel with two workbooks is a crucial skill in data management and
analysis for Excel users. XLOOKUP is a powerful function that allows users to search for a value in
one spreadsheet and return a corresponding value from another, making it particularly useful when
working across multiple workbooks. This article will explore the intricacies of using XLOOKUP with
two workbooks, covering its syntax, practical examples, and common pitfalls to avoid. By the end of
this guide, you will have a comprehensive understanding of how to effectively utilize XLOOKUP to
streamline your data retrieval processes in Excel.
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Introduction to XLOOKUP

XLOOKUP is a versatile function introduced in Excel 365 and Excel 2019 that replaces older
functions like VLOOKUP and HLOOKUP. Unlike its predecessors, XLOOKUP allows for a more
straightforward syntax and provides enhanced functionality, including searching in any direction
and returning multiple results. This makes it particularly valuable when working with data spread
across two different workbooks, as it can simplify the process of linking and retrieving information.

Understanding the Syntax of XLOOKUP

The syntax of the XLOOKUP function is as follows:

1. lookup_value: The value you want to search for.
2. lookup_array: The range or array that contains the values to search.

3. return_array: The range or array from which to return a value.



4. [if not_found]: (Optional) The value to return if no match is found.
5. [match_mode]: (Optional) The match type (exact match, wildcard match, etc.).

6. [search_mode]: (Optional) The search direction (first-to-last or last-to-first).

Understanding this syntax is essential for effectively using XLOOKUP across two workbooks, as it
will allow you to configure the function correctly for your specific needs.

Setting Up Your Workbooks

Before using XLOOKUP between two workbooks, it is important to ensure that both workbooks are
set up correctly. Here are the steps to prepare your workbooks:

¢ Open both workbooks: Start by opening the two Excel workbooks you want to work with. For
example, you might have "Workbook1.xlsx" containing the data you want to look up, and
"Workbook?2.xlsx" where you want to retrieve the data.

¢ Identify the data: Make sure you know which columns contain the data you need to
reference. This will help you accurately define the lookup and return arrays.

¢ Check for formatting: Ensure that the data in both workbooks is formatted consistently (e.g.,
dates, numbers, text) to avoid errors when using XLOOKUP.

Once your workbooks are prepared, you are ready to use the XLOOKUP function to retrieve data
between them.

How to Use XLOOKUP with Two Workbooks

Using XLOOKUP with two workbooks involves referencing the external workbook in your formula.
Here’s how you can do it step by step:

1. Start the XLOOKUP function: In the cell where you want the result, type =XLOOKUP(.

2. Specify the lookup value: Enter the value you want to search for. This can be a cell
reference from the current workbook.

3. Reference the lookup array in the other workbook: Switch to the other workbook, select
the range you want to search, and Excel will automatically include the workbook name in the
formula.

4. Reference the return array: Similarly, switch to the other workbook again, select the range
from which you want to retrieve the data.

5. Complete the function: Add any optional parameters as needed, close the parentheses, and
hit Enter.



For example, your formula might look something like this:
=XLOOKUP(A2, '[Workbook1.xIsx]Sheet1'!$A$1:$A$10, '[Workbook1 .xIsx]Sheet1'!$B$1:$B$10)

This formula searches for the value in cell A2 of Workbook?2 in the range A1:A10 of Workbookl,
returning the corresponding value from B1:B10.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

When using XLOOKUP with two workbooks, users may encounter some common issues. Here are a
few troubleshooting tips:

e Ensure both workbooks are open: If the source workbook is closed, Excel will not be able to
retrieve the data.

e Check for errors in data types: Mismatched data types (e.g., text vs. numbers) can lead to
errors or no matches found.

e Verify the ranges: Ensure that the lookup and return ranges are of equal size; otherwise,
Excel will return an error.

e Use absolute references: When referencing ranges, consider using absolute references to
prevent issues if you move the formula.

By addressing these common issues, you can ensure a smoother experience when using XLOOKUP
across multiple workbooks.

Practical Examples of XLOOKUP with Two Workbooks

To illustrate the application of XLOOKUP between two workbooks, here are a couple of practical
scenarios:

Example 1: Sales Data Lookup

Suppose you have a workbook with your sales records ("Sales.xlsx") and another workbook with
product details ("Products.xlsx"). If you want to find the price of a product based on its ID from the
sales records, you would:

1. Open both workbooks.

2. Use the following formula in your sales workbook:
=XLOOKUP(B2, '[Products.xlsx]Sheet1'!$A$1:$A$100, '[Products.xlsx]Sheet1'!$B$1:$B$100)

3. Here, B2 refers to the product ID in your sales workbook.



Example 2: Employee Data Retrieval

Imagine you have an employee roster in "Employees.xlsx" and want to pull the department of an
employee listed in "Departments.xlsx". You would proceed with:

1. Open both files.

2. Use:

=XLOOKUP(A2, '[Employees.xlsx]Sheet1'!$A$1:$A$100,
'[Employees.xIsx]Sheet1'!$C$1:$C$100)

In this case, A2 would contain the employee name, and the formula would retrieve their department
from the employees file.

Conclusion

Using XLOOKUP in Excel with two workbooks is a powerful way to enhance your data analysis and
retrieval capabilities. By understanding the syntax, setting up your workbooks correctly, and
following the steps provided, you can efficiently pull data across workbooks. Remember to
troubleshoot common issues to ensure a seamless experience. Mastering XLOOKUP not only
increases productivity but also expands your analytical skills, allowing you to handle complex
datasets with ease.

Q: What is XLOOKUP and how does it differ from VLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP is a function in Excel that allows users to look up values in a table or range and return
corresponding values from another table or range. Unlike VLOOKUP, which only searches vertically
and requires the lookup value to be in the first column, XLOOKUP can search in any direction and
offers more flexibility in data retrieval.

Q: Can I use XLOOKUP if my workbooks are not open?

A: Yes, you can use XLOOKUP with closed workbooks, but the formula will return a REF! error if the
source workbook is not accessible. However, for best practices and ease, it is recommended to keep
both workbooks open while performing lookups.

Q: What types of values can XLOOKUP search for?

A: XLOOKUP can search for various types of values, including text, numbers, dates, and logical
values. It is important that the data types match between the lookup value and the values in the
lookup array to ensure accurate results.



Q: How can I troubleshoot an XLOOKUP that returns an error?

A: Common errors with XLOOKUP can often be resolved by checking the following: ensuring both
workbooks are open, verifying that the ranges specified are correct and of equal size, and making
sure that the data types in the lookup array and the lookup value match.

Q: Is XLOOKUP available in all versions of Excel?

A: XLOOKUP is available in Excel 365 and Excel 2019. Users with earlier versions of Excel may need
to rely on older functions like VLOOKUP or INDEX-MATCH for similar functionality.

Q: Can XLOOKUP return multiple values?

A: Yes, XLOOKUP can return multiple values if the return array includes multiple columns. You can
select a range of cells in the return array to display corresponding values in adjacent columns.

Q: How do I reference a range in another workbook?

A: To reference a range in another workbook using XLOOKUP, you need to include the workbook
name in square brackets, followed by the sheet name and the range. For example,
'[WorkbookName.xlsx]SheetName'lRange.

Q: Can I use wildcards with XLOOKUP?

A: Yes, XLOOKUP allows the use of wildcards. You can use the asterisk () for multiple characters and
the question mark (?) for a single character when specifying the lookup value.

Q: What should I do if XLOOKUP returns N/A?

A: If XLOOKUP returns N/A, it means that no match was found for the lookup value. You can use the
optional [if not found] parameter to define a custom message or value to return instead of the error.

Q: Is there a limit to the size of arrays in XLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP can handle arrays up to the limits imposed by Excel, which is typically 1,048,576 rows
and 16,384 columns in Excel 365. However, performance may vary depending on the size of the data
being processed.

How To Use Xlookup In Excel With Two Workbooks



https://www.bennymarotta.com/suggest-workbooks/how-to-use-xlookup-in-excel-with-two-workbooks.pdf

How To Use Xlookup In Excel With Two Workbooks

Related Articles

e anger management workbooks for adults
e preschool learning workbooks

¢ spelling workbooks

Back to Home


https://www.bennymarotta.com/suggest-workbooks/anger-management-workbooks-for-adults.pdf
https://www.bennymarotta.com/suggest-workbooks/preschool-learning-workbooks.pdf
https://www.bennymarotta.com/suggest-workbooks/spelling-workbooks.pdf
https://www.bennymarotta.com

