
how much books are in the bible
how much books are in the bible is a question that often arises in discussions about the
scriptures. The Bible is one of the most influential texts in human history, serving as a spiritual guide
for millions of people around the world. Understanding how many books are within this sacred text is
essential for anyone exploring its teachings. This article delves into the total number of books in the
Bible, differences between various versions, and the significance of these texts. We will also explore
the historical context of the Bible's composition and its impact on culture and religion.
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Understanding the Structure of the Bible

The Bible is divided into two main sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Each section
contains a distinct collection of books that serve various purposes, such as historical narratives,
poetry, prophecy, and teachings. The Old Testament primarily documents the history and laws of the
Jewish people, while the New Testament focuses on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and the
early Christian church. Understanding this structure is crucial for grasping how the total number of
books is calculated and how they function within the broader context of biblical literature.

The Old Testament

The Old Testament is foundational to both Judaism and Christianity. It consists of a collection of books
that are revered as sacred scripture. The Old Testament includes various literary forms, including law,
history, poetry, and prophecy. The total number of books in the Old Testament can vary depending on
the tradition being referenced.



The New Testament

The New Testament is specifically Christian and focuses on the teachings and life of Jesus, as well as
the apostolic writings that followed his death and resurrection. It is also composed of various genres,
including gospels, letters, and apocalyptic literature. The New Testament has a more standardized
number of books across Christian denominations.

Different Versions of the Bible

There are numerous versions of the Bible, and the total number of books can differ among them. The
most widely recognized versions include the Protestant Bible, the Catholic Bible, and the Eastern
Orthodox Bible. Understanding these differences is essential when discussing how many books are in
the Bible.

Protestant Bible

The Protestant Bible contains a total of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New
Testament. This version excludes several books that are included in the Catholic and Orthodox
versions, which are often referred to as the "Apocrypha." The Protestant tradition emphasizes the
authority of scripture and the belief that these 66 books are divinely inspired.

Catholic Bible

The Catholic Bible includes a total of 73 books: 46 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.
The additional seven books, known as the Deuterocanonical books, include Tobit, Judith, Wisdom,
Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and 1 and 2 Maccabees. These texts are considered canonical by the
Catholic Church and are integrated into the Old Testament.

Eastern Orthodox Bible

The Eastern Orthodox Bible contains a varying number of books, depending on the specific tradition.
Generally, it includes up to 76 books, with some texts that are not recognized by either the Protestant
or Catholic traditions. The Eastern Orthodox Church places a significant emphasis on the importance
of these additional texts, which contribute to their theological perspectives.

The Number of Books in the Old Testament


