teaching textbooks vs shormann math

teaching textbooks vs shormann math is a critical comparison for educators and parents seeking
the best math curriculum for their students. Both Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math offer
unique approaches to math instruction, catering to different learning styles and educational
philosophies. This article will explore the key features, benefits, and drawbacks of each program,
helping you make an informed decision for your educational needs. We will examine their curriculum
content, teaching methodologies, pricing structures, and user experiences, providing a thorough
analysis of each program. By the end of this article, you will have a clear understanding of how
Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math compare, enabling you to choose the right program for your
child’s mathematical education.
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Overview of Teaching Textbooks

Teaching Textbooks is a well-established math curriculum designed primarily for homeschoolers. It
offers a comprehensive program covering grades 3 through Pre-Calculus. The curriculum is known for
its user-friendly interface and engaging content that aims to make math enjoyable for students. One
of the standout features of Teaching Textbooks is its interactive software that includes instructional
videos, practice problems, and immediate feedback, which reinforces learning as students progress
through the material.

Curriculum Structure

The curriculum is structured around a series of textbooks that correspond with each grade level. Each
level includes a complete set of lessons, practice problems, and tests. Students can learn at their own
pace, which is particularly beneficial for those who may struggle with traditional classroom settings.



The program is designed to be self-teaching, allowing students to work independently while parents
can monitor their progress through the parent portal.

Technology Integration

Teaching Textbooks integrates technology seamlessly into its curriculum. With its online platform,
students can access lessons and assignments from any device with internet access. The interactive
nature of the program also includes animated tutorials that explain concepts in a clear and engaging
manner. This tech-savvy approach makes it particularly appealing to a generation of learners who are
accustomed to digital interfaces.

Overview of Shormann Math

Shormann Math is a relatively newer curriculum that emphasizes a mastery-based approach to
mathematics. Developed by a team of educators, Shormann Math aims to provide a solid foundation
in math concepts while integrating a biblical worldview. The program is designed for students in
grades K-12 and incorporates a blend of online and offline resources, making it versatile for various
learning environments.

Curriculum Features

The Shormann Math curriculum is divided into levels that correspond to the student’s grade and skill
level. Each level includes video lessons, practice exercises, and assessments. The program focuses on
helping students master concepts before moving on to new material, which is beneficial for long-term
retention of mathematical skills. Additionally, Shormann Math includes a strong emphasis on real-
world applications of math, helping students see the relevance of what they are learning.

Integration of Biblical Principles

A unique aspect of Shormann Math is its integration of biblical principles throughout the lessons. This
approach is designed to encourage a moral and ethical understanding of math concepts, providing a
holistic educational experience. For families seeking a curriculum that aligns with their faith, this
feature sets Shormann Math apart from other programs.

Curriculum and Content Comparison

When comparing Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math, one must consider the curriculum content
and how it aligns with educational goals. Both programs offer a comprehensive math education, but
their approaches differ significantly.



Content Depth and Breadth

Teaching Textbooks provides a broad range of topics from basic arithmetic to higher-level math. Each
lesson is designed to build on the previous one, ensuring that students develop a strong foundational
understanding of math. In contrast, Shormann Math focuses on in-depth mastery of fewer topics,
allowing for a more thorough exploration of each concept before progressing.

Alignment with Educational Standards

Teaching Textbooks aligns with common educational standards, making it a suitable choice for
families who want to ensure they meet local educational requirements. Shormann Math also aligns
with educational standards but places a stronger emphasis on mastery rather than just meeting
benchmarks, which may appeal to those who prioritize deep understanding over breadth of topics.

Teaching Methodologies

The teaching methodologies employed by Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math significantly
influence the learning experience for students. Understanding these methodologies can help
educators and parents choose the right fit for their children.

Teaching Textbooks Approach

Teaching Textbooks follows a traditional instructional model, using a combination of visual, auditory,
and kinesthetic learning strategies. The software includes a detailed explanation of concepts through
videos, along with interactive practice problems. This diverse approach caters to various learning
styles, making it accessible to a wide range of students.

Shormann Math Approach

Shormann Math employs a mastery-based approach, encouraging students to fully grasp a concept
before proceeding. The video lessons are concise and focus on clear explanations, followed by
practice problems that reinforce the learned material. This approach minimizes the risk of students
moving forward with gaps in understanding, fostering a more robust mathematical foundation.

Pricing Structures and Accessibility

Affordability and accessibility are critical factors when selecting a math curriculum. Both Teaching
Textbooks and Shormann Math offer different pricing structures that can influence decision-making.

Teaching Textbooks Pricing

Teaching Textbooks operates on a subscription model, with an annual fee that provides access to all
levels of the curriculum. This pricing structure can be advantageous for families with multiple



students, as it allows access to all subjects at a fixed cost. There is also an option for a one-time
purchase of physical textbooks, which may appeal to those who prefer a tangible resource.

Shormann Math Pricing

Shormann Math offers a variety of pricing options, including one-time purchases for each level of the
curriculum. This may be more cost-effective for families who prefer to pay upfront rather than commit
to ongoing subscriptions. Additionally, Shormann Math often includes bundled discounts for families
purchasing multiple levels, making it an attractive option for larger households.

User Experiences and Feedback

Feedback from users provides valuable insights into the effectiveness and appeal of both Teaching
Textbooks and Shormann Math. Understanding the experiences of other families can assist in making
an informed choice.

User Reviews of Teaching Textbooks

Parents and students have praised Teaching Textbooks for its ease of use and engaging content.
Many appreciate the immediate feedback feature, which helps students identify and correct mistakes
in real time. However, some users have noted that the program can be less rigorous in certain topics
compared to traditional textbooks.

User Reviews of Shormann Math

Shormann Math users commend the program for its clear explanations and mastery approach. Many
families appreciate the integration of biblical principles, which aligns with their values. However, some
parents have expressed concerns about the pacing of the curriculum, noting that it may require more
time to complete than other programs.

Final Thoughts

Both Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math offer valuable educational resources for teaching
mathematics. The choice between the two will largely depend on individual educational philosophies,
learning preferences, and specific needs of the student. Teaching Textbooks excels in providing a
user-friendly experience with a broad range of topics, while Shormann Math focuses on mastery and
integration of faith-based principles. Evaluating the specific needs of your child and the educational
goals of your family will guide you in making the right decision.

Q: What are the main differences between Teaching



Textbooks and Shormann Math?

A: The main differences lie in their teaching methodologies and curriculum structure. Teaching
Textbooks uses a traditional instructional model with a broad range of topics, while Shormann Math
employs a mastery-based approach focusing on deep understanding of fewer concepts, integrated
with biblical principles.

Q: Which curriculum is better for self-directed learners?

A: Teaching Textbooks is often considered better for self-directed learners due to its user-friendly
interface and immediate feedback features, allowing students to work independently. However,
Shormann Math can also be suitable for self-directed learners who thrive in mastery-based
environments.

Q: Are there any additional resources available with these
curricula?

A: Yes, both Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math offer additional resources. Teaching Textbooks
includes a parent portal for tracking progress, while Shormann Math provides supplementary
materials such as worksheets and assessments that reinforce the lessons.

Q: Can these programs be used in a traditional classroom
setting?

A: While both programs are primarily designed for homeschool environments, they can be adapted for
use in traditional classrooms. Teaching Textbooks may fit more seamlessly into classroom settings

due to its structured format, while Shormann Math may require more adaptation to fit group learning
dynamics.

Q: Is there a money-back guarantee for either program?

A: Teaching Textbooks offers a satisfaction guarantee that allows users to request a refund within a
specific period if they are not satisfied with the product. Shormann Math also has a money-back
guarantee policy, which provides assurance for families considering their curriculum.

Q: How do Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math address
different learning styles?

A: Teaching Textbooks addresses multiple learning styles through its combination of visual, auditory,
and kinesthetic learning strategies, while Shormann Math focuses on mastery and clear explanations,
which can benefit students who need more time to grasp concepts.



Q: Which program is more affordable in the long run?

A: The affordability of each program depends on individual circumstances. Teaching Textbooks offers
a subscription model that can be economical for families with multiple students, whereas Shormann
Math’s one-time purchase option may be more cost-effective for families who prefer to pay upfront.

Q: How do both programs support parents in their teaching
roles?

A: Both programs support parents by providing progress tracking features and instructional resources.
Teaching Textbooks has a parent portal for monitoring student progress, while Shormann Math offers
lesson plans and teaching tips to guide parents in delivering the material effectively.

Q: Can students work at their own pace with these curricula?

A: Yes, both Teaching Textbooks and Shormann Math allow students to work at their own pace.
Teaching Textbooks is designed for independent learning, while Shormann Math encourages mastery
before moving on, enabling students to take the time they need to fully understand each concept.
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