
how much books are in the catholic
bible
how much books are in the catholic bible is a question that many people
ponder when exploring the rich tradition and history of Catholic scripture.
The Catholic Bible is unique in its structure and the number of books it
contains, which differs from the Protestant Bible. In this article, we will
delve into the composition of the Catholic Bible, examining the total number
of books, the distinctions between the Old and New Testaments, and the
significance of the Deuterocanonical books. Additionally, we will explore the
historical context behind these texts and how they contribute to Catholic
doctrine. This comprehensive guide aims to provide clear and concise answers
to the question while enriching your understanding of the Catholic Bible.
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Understanding the Structure of the Catholic
Bible

The Catholic Bible is organized into two main sections: the Old Testament and
the New Testament. Each of these sections contains a variety of books that
serve different purposes within the Catholic faith. The structure is designed
to guide believers through the history of God's relationship with humanity,
the teachings of Jesus Christ, and the development of the early Church.
Understanding this structure is essential for grasping the significance of
each text within the canon.



The Old Testament encompasses texts that were written before the birth of
Jesus Christ and includes historical narratives, poetry, prophecies, and
laws. Meanwhile, the New Testament focuses on the life and teachings of
Jesus, alongside the writings of the apostles. This division not only
highlights the chronological order of events but also emphasizes the
theological themes that are central to Catholic teaching.

The Total Number of Books in the Catholic Bible

In total, the Catholic Bible contains 73 books. This includes 46 books in the
Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. This total is distinct from the
Protestant Bible, which contains 66 books—39 in the Old Testament and 27 in
the New Testament. The difference largely arises from the inclusion of
several additional texts in the Catholic Old Testament known as the
Deuterocanonical books.

The Old Testament Books

The Old Testament of the Catholic Bible is composed of a rich tapestry of
literature that includes various genres. The 46 books can be categorized into
several groups:

Historical Books: These include Genesis, Exodus, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1
and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and
Esther.

Wisdom Literature: This category includes Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Wisdom, and Sirach.

Prophetic Books: These consist of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations,
Baruch, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the twelve minor prophets.

The New Testament Books

The New Testament is comprised of 27 books that focus on the life of Jesus
and the early Church. The books are classified as follows:

Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Acts of the Apostles: A historical account of the early Church.



Epistles: Letters written by apostles, including those by Paul, Peter,
James, John, and Jude.

Revelation: A prophetic book attributed to John, detailing visions of
the end times.

The Deuterocanonical Books

The term "Deuterocanonical" refers to the books that are included in the
Catholic Old Testament but are not found in the Protestant canon. These books
are considered canonical by the Catholic Church and are vital for
understanding the full scope of Scripture. The Deuterocanonical books include
Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and the additions to
Esther and Daniel. They provide unique insights into Jewish history,
theology, and ethics.

The inclusion of these books was affirmed at the Council of Trent in the 16th
century, which played a significant role in solidifying the Catholic Bible's
canon against Protestant reformers. The Deuterocanonical books are essential
for the Catholic understanding of salvation history and divine revelation.

The Historical Context of the Catholic Bible

The development of the Catholic Bible's canon was a complex process that
unfolded over centuries. Early Christians used various texts, some of which
were widely accepted, while others were debated. The early Church Fathers
played a crucial role in discerning which books were divinely inspired and
should be included in the canon.

By the end of the 4th century, the canon of Scripture began to solidify, with
councils such as the Synod of Hippo (393 AD) and the Council of Carthage (397
AD) affirming the same 73 books that are found in the Catholic Bible today.
This historical development is essential for understanding the authority of
the Scriptures within the Catholic tradition.

The Importance of the Books in Catholic
Doctrine

The books of the Catholic Bible are not merely historical documents; they are
foundational to Catholic doctrine and practice. The teachings found within



the Scriptures inform the beliefs and rituals of the Catholic faith, from the
sacraments to moral teachings.

For instance, the Gospels are central to the understanding of Christ's life
and teachings, while the letters of Paul provide insight into the early
Church's struggles and theological development. The Old Testament, with its
rich history and prophecies, lays the groundwork for the New Testament
revelation. Each book contributes to a holistic understanding of God's plan
for humanity, making them indispensable to Catholic teaching.

Conclusion

In summary, the Catholic Bible contains a total of 73 books, divided between
the Old and New Testaments, with significant contributions from the
Deuterocanonical texts. This structure not only reflects the historical
development of the Scriptures but also underscores their importance in
Catholic doctrine and practice. Understanding how much books are in the
Catholic Bible is a gateway to exploring the profound depth of its teachings
and the rich tradition of the Catholic faith.

Q: How many books are in the Catholic Bible compared
to the Protestant Bible?
A: The Catholic Bible contains 73 books, while the Protestant Bible has 66
books. The difference arises from the inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books
in the Catholic canon, which are not recognized by Protestant denominations.

Q: What are the Deuterocanonical books?
A: The Deuterocanonical books are additional texts included in the Catholic
Old Testament but excluded from the Protestant canon. They include Tobit,
Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and additions to Esther and
Daniel.

Q: Why are the Deuterocanonical books important?
A: The Deuterocanonical books are important because they provide additional
historical, theological, and moral insights that are integral to Catholic
teaching and understanding of salvation history.



Q: Who decided which books were included in the
Catholic Bible?
A: The decision regarding the books included in the Catholic Bible was made
by early Church councils, notably the Synod of Hippo and the Council of
Carthage, which affirmed the canon of Scripture in the late 4th century.

Q: Are all versions of the Catholic Bible the same?
A: While all Catholic Bibles contain the same 73 books, there may be
variations in translations and formats. Common translations include the New
American Bible (NAB) and the Douay-Rheims Bible.

Q: How does the Catholic Bible differ in
interpretation from other Christian Bibles?
A: The Catholic Bible may differ in interpretation due to its inclusion of
the Deuterocanonical books and its emphasis on tradition alongside Scripture.
The Catholic Church teaches that both Scripture and Church tradition are
important for understanding faith and morals.

Q: Can Catholics read the Protestant Bible?
A: Yes, Catholics can read the Protestant Bible. Many Catholics choose to
read various translations for broader understanding, although they are
encouraged to reference the Catholic canon for doctrinal teachings.

Q: What role do the Scriptures play in Catholic
worship?
A: Scriptures play a central role in Catholic worship, especially during
Mass, where readings from both the Old and New Testaments are included. They
guide the liturgy and inform the teachings presented by the clergy.

Q: How are the books of the Bible categorized in the
Catholic tradition?
A: The books of the Bible in the Catholic tradition are categorized into the
Old Testament (46 books) and the New Testament (27 books), with further
divisions into historical, wisdom, and prophetic books in the Old Testament,
and Gospels, Acts, and Epistles in the New Testament.



Q: What is the significance of the Old Testament for
Catholics?
A: The Old Testament is significant for Catholics as it provides the
historical context and prophetic foundations for the New Testament. It
reveals God's covenant with His people and foreshadows the coming of Christ.
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